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Collector s' Dig est 
FOUNDED in 1 946 by SEkBlliT IBCKENBY 

No. 217 JANUARY, 1965 Pric e 2s . Od. 

IN YOUR 

1;.rtc f •>·•t • IUt. ODf: ot I.lie AbJcdl of a. •1 Dtreet." 

His hobby goes all 
over the world 

£t>tTOR'S 

t>£N 
TOO: 8AS POWER ONLY 
OVER THE HOURS, NONE 
om THE HEART. 

RINTONI.AN ECHO: 
Prcbably the 

las t editor to head 
his cha ts with his 
own picture was 
Herbert Hinton in 

the Magnet , some fif ty years ago. As a res ul t he was deluged with 
letters from r eader s who were imPolite enough to S\18!!est that he l ooked 
young enough to be in the arr,zy. 

Digest r eaders wil l not writ e me in that strain , alas! They are 
more likely to write that I l ook old enough to be re tired to a home for 
t he aged. 

The pi cture above appeared in a. Surrey newspaper a fev weeks sg<>, 

and we reproduce it here in urder to give distant rea ders an idea of 
what the old skipper l ooka like . The gl asses on t he end of the nose 
were a photogra pher's gimmick. He assur ed me that he was not t rying 
to make a fool of me, and thought they would be "good fun." Your 



editor , lacldn8 tbe moral courag e of tbe boy 1D the old bymn 11bo aaid 
"no,• agreed eadly, Beeides, he 11as a very nice photographer. 

The cop;y of J.ot-0-Pun in the picture had just come back frOII being 
r eproduced in the 1964 ~. 

IT'S J. IW>. JW). IW). lW) IIOIUJ)! 
lie are all accustoaed to 1'&i ting for buses 11hich never come. lie 

are acquainted 11ith trailla 11hicb "= to IUle, • which, for soma obeoure 
reason , means that they run an hour late - or not at all. lie are 

familiar with newly purchased appliances which abed DU ta and bol ta aod 

screws after we have used them twice. 
Our envelopes for the Annual are made especially to size for our 

Year Book. When t h~ Annual was ready for dispatch in mid- Deceaber, 

the envelopes had not arrived, though they had been on order for three 
eonths . We 're used to it. 

Ve should all be faail.iar wit h the vagaries of publishing houses. 

Don't we remember how, a year or two ago, readers were mting to us by 
the sco r e to ss;y they couldn't buy the Seiton Blake Library in the 

shops for love or money? 
Last June I 11as in Oxf'ord. On the station book-atall I spotted 

801118 nice 11 ttle paoer-cover boom named Woman• s Weekly Library , price 

1/- each . They 1'ere romances, women' a stories, and I bought them to 
take home to rJ1:f ladies. The ladies enjoyed them. 

The Woman's Weekly Library issues four nn stories every month, 
publication date being the 17th. I ordered the four new titlea to be 

obtaiDed for me ev,,ry month by 11/1 newsagent. 
In July, four new books arrived at the end of the month. In 

August, two titles only turned up. In September, once again two titles 

arrived. In October none at all. In Kovmber, three nn boolr.9 arrived 

at the end of the month. At the ti.me of writing, I don't know the 

count for Decmber. 
Yet four nei, stories were advertised each month and preswaably 

were published. I &11 assured by iey n811e&gant that he made every effort 

to obtain them all for •· 
The V.V. L. conta1De del18htfl.u. stories for the gentler sex. Yet 

the people who publish ti- don't - to want to sell them. SUrely 
ao.thing 111111t be going wrong s~here in this second half of the 

twentieth century. 

m 1965 J.QOK, 
Tork lluplica t:ing Services, who print Collectors' DJcest for us , is 

the IIOB t go-ahead firll of i ta lcind in the lalld. The directors have 
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recently added new Litho-<luplicating machines , at a cost of near ly 

£/')(XJ, to their already extensive equipment . As soon as we learned of 

it we decided to have Collectors' Diges t produced by this method, 

and, in fact , our December issue was the first to be printed in this 

w,zy. Litho is a printing medium, which gives a cleaner image. It 

enables us to use a gloss paper, with consequent improvement in feel 

and appear ance , Read er Jim Hepburn of Blyth writes us : "I must 
remark on th e paper this month. I do not know whether this is to be 

alw,zys used for C.D., but it is certainly 'nicer' - and gives the 

good old C.D. a nice feel and a real qusli ty look ." 
Thanks , Mr. Hepburn, You now lmow the reason. 

NJ;.'11 WHO' S WHO COM.ING: 
lt is hoped to publish a new edi t ion of Collectors ' Digest Who's 

Who during the COIIUD8 months. Further particu.lars in due course . 

THE EDITCR 

'IW\JO!tlE STA!ITON' - KING OF SCHOOLGIRL STORY 'aRITERS? 

By a. 0 . G. lofts 

Living tn rlt l rtrr~nt, on a IQ.ll tar o 1n the deep ot U'le "es t COI.UltJ"Y, Is an 84 
yu.r old gentlell'.an by the name or Horace Phillips. Probably thousand, or old re&dtr1 

or a tr ls school 1tor-les will know hla wch t>etter by hi s ramu s name ot •Narjor 1e 

StAl'ltoni - &"ld the North Devon achool or Her eon - t eaturtnc Bett,y Barton & Co. '!best 
fi't ll""'lff"ltter. and popular talfs are probably Just as ramous as Ch8rl11 Hunton•s Clttt 

Houae - and an ruch sougllt t.odt1. 
111t ti.as been a areat treat 1 assure you, to hear tr aa soi.eone 'lllho 11 so connr&111t 

with tht :1orcove h1,tory; tor you to have wr l tten after all these years to say that~ 

stories ar e so wtll rtmedlerect tOday, I s so!Dlthlng that 1 t etl I hardlY dHene. 1 am 

slq, l.Y astounded at \.he ao:ount oC patient research , which has been broueht to bear, on 

what was ca.lltd purely ephe:iitral atu t t In those: d&¥.s, Md aost uncortunat,11 , ror that 
reuon all tr:, Ille copies or storlu ft'ere d1sposed or long ae.o as waatt p,per .. • 

So JIJ"Ott r.r. Phillips tom ln receni t imes . lt ha3 been tar tro• eu;y to COlll)lle 

rru.h data tor thla article - nnertheleaa ttr. Phillips 110.st lttndl.Y can me a rew new 

det a1la about hluelt , and Horcon , and I tru st that thl many enthuata,ta or thts school 
may rtnd pleaSW'e tn thes e revelat ions . 

Cot1.tng t rco a tamtly ot arthta, Horace Phllllps seemed t.he odd-, out . His rsrat 

story wu publlshf'd a.a tar back u 1904 - litht.r\ he tlrat wrote ror t he rellgtoua and 

adult papers .. 11111 ts UW sl.8'>11 up l anation q hta Junnllt stor lea han a serto ua 
and realistic ton• ln ceneral. 

He ffl"Ote a consi derable nUIIDer or school sto ries tor bo)'.!11 tn the Henderson 'NU&&tt 
Ltbrary 1 In 1905 - and he thinks th i s was the but pennyworth ot rt ctt on. 

1900 - and whtn fflE scoor wu but a year old - he waa appoint«! tdltor. His job 

n, to 11t1rove the paper at all coats ... so t.hat H wu 'ffOrU\1 ot the Bay Scout .::,l'tMnt. 

He t-ngaged all the but author, 1114 art.lats poaatble - end another great ehan&e wu the 

!Kid\ clearer tn,t . 111.E scour show1 a creat chance tn tbla ~tod. 
1911 saw him tr«u1rer hl1 edttorshlp to the Amalgamtld Pres, Ltd .. 'fltltN he beca»e 
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ed1 tor or •CHEER 8018 CIDD\1 - later chanll<l to 18018 JOURNAL• • but he can n m11t>1r 1't r)' 
little about this paper : though he can recollect a •Nra. Stonn• wrttt ng several talea 
tor him. 

About 191U he dec ided to go rr u-lanc lng and llnd tn the htll"t ot thl countl"Y, 
only pay ing tleettng ... 1,1t1 to London nery etx months - so he cannot remea>er siyth tnc 
about other author• or editors at th.at per iod, as he neTer mixed with them aoctaU.1 . 

1919 sn him take over the Cl1 rt House stories tn th e SCHOOL FRlr.HD alter Charlt:1 
Ramllton had ceased to write them. In conjunction with R.eglnald K.trkham (ftlo wrot.t the 
humerous tales whil s t ttr. Phillips penned the serious onea) they wrott theo unt il 1921 -
'l'tlen en.other wrtter took onr. Horace Ph11ltps contess es that he wu never happy about 
writing about another creator 's charac ters, and as soon as the opportunity a.rose, he 
created a school ot Ms DN'l, Thls chance CU't when •Th.e Schoolgirl• s OM'). WeeklY1 ,-,as 
launc:bed ln February 1921. Horcove was pure).y tJcttonal, and "88 not baaed on flll.'I ICbool 
or place he had kno,m tn r eal Ute. Hts ravourtte achoolg1rl was Pam Wllloughby -
certainly not one or Ute pr lnc1pal characters whilst he wu also fond or Tess Trelelffle'Y, 
"'10 was fond or sketching and palntln.g, end "ho was very mdeat about her talents. it 
le a.st ttto or his brothers were painters , and Jt Is QUlte probablt that Tess was based 
on someone near and dear to ht m. 

The ttrst atory entitl ed iswrned by t he School • told how Betty Barton from tht wcru: 
or England arrlnd at Horco~et and aft er great hardship md putting up with snobbtstmna , 
became In tlme Captain ot the Fourth, The stortes were h ighly popular at that tl111e, and 
readers included boys a.a well aa gtrls l Rwmtng a t ot al or 798 taaues , all the stories 
were written bf Morace Phtlltps under the name or •MarJorte Stanton, ' This hu been 
confirmed by !1r, Phi llipa - and by 11r. E. L. McXeag Whom I ia- well as the ro:wr 
editor - but also by orttctal recon1si an ac.hlevanent which any author could be prom or. 

At the conclusion or 1The Schoolllrl:s Own Weekly• - wtU\ other more t!IJ)ortant work 
tn hand and wt th Horcon still a big dr"811' wt th rtaders - he ,.. pa id a retat nt n& tee tor 
other wrt ter s to pen al>out the school, and so the urlal ator1ea ln 'fflE SCHOOLGIRL .,... 
"1"1tten bf such oth er well knON'I authors as L. E. Ranson M"M1 John w. Whffl8Y, WhalD. I al• 
hne the pleasure or knowlng quite well. 

The stories or Norean ln TRt SOIOOLClRlB ANll.li.L were, boM'nr, wrl tten bY the 
original •t1arjorte Stanton' - plus the lnterestt ng play, Apart trom at.111 writing adlllt 
ttctton, he wrote other girls stori es under th e n.e or tJa, Ph tll1pa 1 - but certa:l.nlY 
not under the name ot 'Ida t1elbourne', who wa, tn tact ttr. L. E. Raneome. The contua lo n 
my ban arisen by the latter writer alao penntna Hereon at & IIJCh later date. 

Horace Ph1ll1p s never penned any st . J tm• s or Greytrtara stories, ror a reason • 
already stated - that he strmg.l.y dtalt ked "rt ting abOut another &tthor 1 s creations -
though he seemed to recall wrt ting senral Sexton Blake• s tor WtlU Back way back tn 1912. 
As all the stories In the WION JACK and SEITON 81.UE UBIIART are "'"' accounte<! ror lo 
this period trom orrtctal sources, it t s poaa lbl e that they may han been short talH ror 
AHSWD.8 or PE:lflT PICTORIAL, DOW forgotten. 

WI th great talent ror portraying the rtch and poor side at Ut e - and tn the <Je3'8 ot 
the 20•s ,wtien such themes a.spoor alll gtrls coalng to public .chools and mixing 11lth 
rich titled snobbi sh girls 11ere all the rage - Horace Phtlllp.s cen loot back wtth pride 
on hts earl.y achienment, --- - -- - --- -- -- - --- -- -- --- - - ---- - - -- - --- - -- --
~: Sei:ton Bl&ke Library lit se ri es : 8 , 63, 90, 351; 2nd 1&rles: JO, n , 456, 518 
~; 3rd serUs: 105, 1Z/ , 138 , IM , le!,7, 478, ,m. 525, 526. 
~: Blakes 2nd seri es: range 500 - 7w,. 

______ ~·_":~I~: _ ~ff~~r~ ~r~,: -K~rgi_R~·-W~l :°~~ n~~~·-~: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

FCJl BAIJ: or EXCIANGE: Bors 0"'1 Annua.l 1903/4 , e.r.cellent. condltton; otter s to: 

R. SAIIDDUIOII, 53 Trap Lane, B!Jtl Creen, Shttrt eldf f1 • 
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THO.SE OFFICIAL RECORre laurie Sut ton replies 

I am sorry if I have upset Derek Adl ey in suggesting that the 
Lofts/Adley statist ic s are not 1oo,i reliable , but my own knowledge 
and judg ement make me bound to sta t e this opinion. Although I have 
repeatedly expressed my gratitude for the research done by Bill Lofts, 
it is aot of much use to tell me, for example, that Gems 638 and 639 
were written by G. Jl . Samways when in fact I know perf ectl y well that 
they wer e wri t ten by the unmistakable J . N. Pentelo w. 

Such sweeping statemen t s as "Mr. Hamilton told me not once , but 
several times in his l ifetime • .• " look very impressive and might giv e 
the impression that Mr. Adley was a contemporary of Mr. Hamilton and 
in the habit of dro pping in for a week-end chat. But according to 
the C.D. "Who's Who" Mr. Adley was not more than 34 years of age at 
the t ime of t he great writer's death , 

Derek Adley appears to take C.H. ' s remark that he had no idea 
what went on in the edi tor ial office and rare l y bothered to loo k at 
th e published form to apply :.literally from Gen 1-1 663 . I had empha
sised t hat t he story referred to ("The Terrible Three's Air - Cruise") 
appeared in 1909 , when the Gem had been running for only two years . 
The Autob i ography certainly suggests that C. H. knew a good deal about 
the editorial of fice of this period. As for having no interest in the 
s t ories ' published form, Mr. Hamilton ' s general ind i gnation over the 
substitute sto r ies contradicts this . Furthermore C.H. has told us 
that he put out most of his collection of Gems and Magnets for salvfi8e 
during 1940; the Charles Hamil ton Museum at llaidst one contains a 
good many Magnets fro m the author• s personal collection , and I myself 
possess a f ew of his old Gems. 

The point t hat the various editors of the Companion Papers wrote 
Magnet and Gem sto ries has never been disputed - in fact I am quite 
sure they wrot e msny mor e than have been officially cred it ed to them! 

Regarding the state ment tha t in the majo rity of cases (Twyman, 
Catchpol e, Newman, Warwi ck , Samways) _these au th or s st ill hav~ the 
or iginal copi es in th~ir files at home, this revelation seems a bit 
l ate in t he day. Both Mr. Twyman and Mr. Samways have contribut ed to 
the C. D . . in the past, and have neve r menti oned this inte re sting fact . 
Both autho rs are well aware of the interest in the sub sto ri es , so it 
does appear rather strange that they should have withheld such infor 
mation from the editor of the C. D. Furthermore , Mr. Catchpole 
attended t he Surbiton meeting of the London O.B.B. C. a fe w months 
back , when he kind l y gave an interesting little talk, and answered a 
number of questions. In fac t , Mr. Cat chpole was very Vfi8Ue about his 
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auth orsh i p of sub st ories , and could give only one definite title among 

the stories he wrot e. Concerning Fr ancis Waxwick we have the strange 

circumstance of the "Norfolk Broads" stor ies in the Gem which Stanley 

Austin claimed to have written and which were later attributed by Bill 

Lofts tor:, . I cer taillly don ' t f ee l 1oa;' certain in this case that 

Bill ' s information is correct. 
If, as Mr. Adley suggests, the publishers have been reluctant to 

release or make public details of autho r ship, this would surely suggest 

their unreliability rather than their authenticity, for it suggests 

that some names on reco r d were not the true autho rs of the stories. 

To sum up , l conclude tha t at this st98e we must accept tha t cer 

tain information will never now come to light. I am not willing to 
f i ll in the gaps by putting an author's Il8111e to a story in cases where 

my own knowledge and judgement cause me to doubt its r eliability. 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: No further discussion on t his subje ct will be 

acce pte d for publication. Neither !Ir. Lofts nor Collectors ' Digest 

claims that Mr. Lofts ' list of authors is 100% accurate. The occa

sional error i s unavoidable after so great a lapse of t ime. But, in 

the many hundreds of s t ories which. Mr. Lofts has quot ed, it is clear to 

anyone that the errors are remarkablY rare. His information, mainly 

obtained from t he old records of tbe A. P. , has been invaluable to 
readers who like to know the history of the old t al es and their authors . 

~ULT OF gI,lJ!IN,U'lON ooiymITION 

This little contest was so popular tha t we hope to run another of 

the same kil)d in th e near future . The word required as t he answer was 

ABBEY. In the batch of postcards which had arri ved at t his office by 

closing date, there were only four correct efforts. Therefore , instead 

of drawing the three winners from a bag, we decided to increase the 

number of prizes , and one of our book awards has gone to each of t he 

foll owing: G. Allison (Menston); E. N. Lambert (Chessing ton) ; Neil 

Beck (Lewes); G. B. Wilde (Leeds ) . 

~: - Good loose copies or bound volumes cont aining any of the 

follo wing:~ - 52, 131 to 149 inclusive , 195, 205,237,238,239 ,277, 

318 ,319,353,400,417 ,422,435,469, 706, 719, 752, 753, 762, 763,809. Most 

issues between 821 and 890,900,92 1, 924,925,93 6,938 ,940 ,942,943,946, 951, 

965,967,988,996. GEIIS - 413,415,493. Some issues between 800 and 832. 

Aleo Nos. 935,953, 954, 956,975,980,984, 985,989,990,992,993,998. POPULARS 
183, 190,370,385,396 , 452,455 ,466,474 . &ARLY PENNY POPOLARS: Nos. 12, 13, 

45 147158. ERIC PAYNE, 'EXC!ll!at ROCIIE,• CROVE R96P, SURB!TOI, SUU1£T. 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKIIAN 

'27, Archdale Road, East Dulwich , London, S.E.22 

AB you will have read in last month's C.D. an article on the 
hobby, written by Mr. E. S. Turner, appeared in the Daily Tele,µ-aph 
coloured au~plement for J<'ridey, 6th November. The reference to len 
and Dcy'Seli' lalao our photograph) brought us quite a lot of letters, 
some of which contained very interesting information. One of these 
letters was from the daughter of the late ANDRE:,1 l!URRAY. Full details 
of the information l wea given will appear in February Blakiana. 

In addition to the letters, extracts from two of which appear in 
this issue, we had a visit from Mr. John Seat whose grandfather, John 
M. East, not only produced the pley SEXTOU BLAKE, in 1900, but also 
had the role of Blake. The pley was adapted from U,J, No. 165 
(December 1906) FIVE YEARS AFTER, later reprinted in the S.B.L, 1st 
ser ie s No. 105 (Xmas 1919), He it was, too , who owned the original 
PEDRO, The present Mr. East appears frequentl~ in radio and television. 
!le was recently wit h Harry Worth (Here's Harry) in "The Quarrel." He 
is a most interesting conversationalist, and the fact that I was able 
to loan him a copy of that particular S.B.L. for his mother to r ead 
was pleasing for all concerned . The little article which you will read 
in this issue was very kindly given to me (neatly typed) by Mr. East 
when returning m,' S.B.L. I am sure you will all enjoy it, especially 
where Pedro is concerned, for this is one of the very rare occasions 
when our beloved bloodhound pleys a featured part. 

A Happy New Year to you all. 
JOOIE PACKMAN 

++++++ 

• ••• • AB an ardent Sexton Blake reader and a former contributor to its 
"Detective Magazine" supplement the article in the "Weekend Telegraph" 
las t week particularly interested me. 

It mentions there that you possess one of the few surviving Sexton 
Blake busts which were given to readers of the UNION JACK, and you mey 
care to know that l also own one, It waa given to me personally by the 
then editor of the ONION JACK, !Ir. B. W, Twyman, when I once visited 
him at Fleetwey House, just off Fleet Street. 

Then, after a training ea a cub reporter on a local paper, I was 
just commencing as a freelance journalist , and for the first six months 
kept myself by writing articles for the UNION JACK DETECTIVE: MAGAZINE 
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SUPPLl!mlNT, which was given 8)1ay in the centre of the magazine so that 
i t could be detached without spoiling the Sexton Blake story . It 
commenced JIUblication in May 1922, and ran through four volumes. 
kept all my copies and now possess the volumes separately bound in 
stiff board with gold lettering on the spine. I should imagine that 
very few such volumes are now extant . In them are many of my short 
articles and long features, and only to-day I ran through them wit h 
great interest, and cllllle across my own photo among the group of contri
butors which the editor featured at the start of vol. 3. 

All this ie going back some fo r ty years and one cannot but wonder 
how the reading tastes of the young and older adolescent have changed 
during that time. I well remember the BOY'S BERALD, BOY'S FRIEND and 
BOY'S REALM and their thrilling serial stories, and then the coming of 
the UNION JACK with Sexton Blake. By the way, do you remember that the 
BOY'S BERALD, I think it was, featured Sexton Blake's early days before 
he became a f!""OUS detective, and to l d of how he was dared to plunge 
hie naked band into a bath of molten lead? And this he did , without 
harm . Personally, I always thought that the Crime Confederation series 
was one of the best the UNION JACK publi she d, and for many years I had 
the complete set - until I lent them and never had them back • • •• • " 

NORIIAN K. IIARJUSOII 
+ ++++++ 

.. .. . "l was very interested in the references to Mr. Packman and your
self in the DAILY T~H Colour Supplement . 

I was associated vi th the Sexton Blake - Dixon llawke set-up for 
many years. I think my first contribution to the ol d UNION JACK was in 
the early 1920' s. I knew the Sexton Blake editor, Len Pratt, very well, 
and still frequently meet Frank Howe who wrote hundreds of Dixon llawkse, 
and Jakes Pendower who used to wri t e the annual .llawke Case Book. I 
wrote a number of Blakes under names of which i •ve forgotten moat of 
them as they didn' t seem to matter. But I think I could still identify 
the stories from t he plots, as to which my memory is photographic. 

As a member of the Press Club I never vi ei t Fleet Street vi thout 
having a quick one in the "Punch" tavern , where from 2 to 3 p .m. every 
afternoon Len Pratt held audience and hie re gular writers would drift 
in, buy him a pint, outline a plot, and hear him decide "Yes" or "No," 
I'm proud to say he never said "No" to my plots, and I went 81ilay know
ing I ' d earned £00 except for the slight formality of writing down the 
words (an easy week-end • a work). 

When Howard Baker took over we spent several wild evenings in Soho 
and he outlined his ideas for etresm-lining and glamorising Blake, and 
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I felt that it was not "'II cup of tea. (Fancy S.B. leeriDg lustfully 

at bia secretary , at lB.!!, 88&! ) 
Did you know that i t was Len Pra t t, Sexton Blake editor, who once 

entertained at hie Southend home a desperate young freelance who 
thought he could write but simply could not create a central character ? 

Dear Len threv off an idea of a character to be called "The Saint,• 
and the young freelance became the m.illion-<iollar compacy called Leslie 

Char t er is Inc. Be used to get together with another man whom l knew 

well, Peter Cheyney. 
llaviilg written practically everything from radio plays to ponder

ous tomes on criminology quote all over the world by psychiatrists (and 
having proudly added to th e OXFORD BNGLISH DICTIONARY the word 

"Multicide" for the mass murderers) 1 can hones t ly say that what I moat 

enjoyed wri tlJlg were Sexton Blake stories, as with a yow,g eon of 111/1 

own (you ,Ma.\' have read hie short stories in the lwenillg Neve) I sin
cerely agreed with Len Pratt ' s principles that in Blake stories there 

muet be no guns, no dope, no !lypodermic syrlJlges, no back-etabbiJlg 
with knives etc . If Blake and Tinker got into a scrap, they 11Ust uee 

their fists . All healthy sort of stuff that it didn 't worry me to le t 

111/1 ( then) little boy r ead. 
Have you:r: researches uncovered the obscure economics of the trade 

in second- hand ~a.zines? As a pre -First ilorld ilar schoolboy I was 

one of a t rio who each spent his weekly twopence pocket money on a 
"Gem" or a "Magnet" or a "Union J ack." After devou:r:lJlg theae and 

e:,:changiJlg them among ourselves we would go to a stall in lupus Street, 

PiAlico , where we could exchange two old ones for one new (or rather 
fresh) old one. After 88ain exchangi"8 and r eading these 1111ong our 

se l ves we would do some more changlJlg at the stall . The net reeul t 
was that we each were abl e to read (and thoroughly enjoy) about six 

~a.zines for our twopence. 
I don ' t know how other Blake writers wor ked, but 1 did take my 

stuff fairly seriously from the point of view of accuracy. For a 

story about a new met hod of ~llJlg 1 agent some time on the South 

Coast end finished up as a member of the Fisherman• a Club; some 

twelve months later a STRAITS TDl&S press cuttlJlg turned up reportlJlg 

that the nev method I had evolved in my story had been successfully 
used by Malayan smugglers around SlJlgapore . I.en Pratt was a stickle r 

for accuracy , which is why I respected him , and perhaps why he never 
queried a slJlgle technical detail of aey of 111/1 stories ••••• " 

GRIERSOII DlCXSOII 

+++++++ 
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STORY OF THE DRAMATISATIOJI OF "SEXTON BLAKE" 

John M. East was a well known theatrical manager. Be controlled 
the ~ic Hammersmith from 1892-1 904, the Britannia Boxton 1904-5, and 
the Elephant and Castle Theatre from 1906-7. Be produced plays in the 
West End - "The Wheat King" Apollo and Avenue 1904, and his companiee 
played all the London suburban houses lil<e the Crow Peckham, Broadway 
New Cross, Shakespeare Clapham etc . i!last produced the famous "Invasi on 
at the Crystal Palace in 1909 - with a cast of hundreds and a real 
zepplin - it depicted an attack by air on a peaceful rommuni ty. In 
1914 be was associated wit h Percy !lash in building the first studios 
at Elstree--Neptune - and until hia death East was largely concerned 
with appearing in films, here, in France and Ruesia . 

John East saw the dramatic possibilities of "Sexton Blake" and he, 
Percy Naeh, Brian Daly and othe r s approached llarmsworth Press, who 
agreed to the idea. A copyright performance was given at the CROWN 
THEATRE, PECKHAM on Feb. 24th , 1900. The DRAMATIC SYNDICATE roMPANY 
with offices in Maiden Lane and la ter Panton Str eet, decided to sem 
"SEXTON B.L!KE" on tour . A No. 1 company, special plant and scenery 
was built, and the play with alte r ation.a by BRLl.N DALY went into 
rehearsal produced by JOHN M. &\ST to open at the \l!ST LONDON THEATRE 
~larch 30th , 1900, then to the SIIAKESP&ARE CLAPHAM, and on to the GRAND 
BRIGHTON, where it broke all records and over 10,000 at tended the 
performances . Such was the success that by July 1900 CBARIES A. SAST 
was br ought in to play the villain Randolph Lovell , and his wife ·lllSS 
EAST ROBERTSON the Amer ican adventuress Philadelphia Kate . JOHii !!. 
b&ST played the 'Veritab le Bill Sykes, a bad bold burglar Simon Faggus, 
throughout the tour, ae well as producing, and his partner BRIAN DALY, 
Farmer Blackburn. HORACE HUNTER, who East bad under contract for some 
time made a great hit as S&XTON BLAKE, and his young wife Lily 
Hammersley pl ayed Marjorie Lovell. Life long friends the Hunters 
passed away in recent years, also Percy Nash, who was associated 11i th 
the business side of the tour. 

Tricky was to find a bloodhound. East saw an advertisement in 
"Exchange and Mart" and went to see a lady in Streatham . After a 
lengthy interview , East mentioned • I need the animal to play Pedro in 
a play, "Sexton Blake" . ' She replied "Good morning Mr. East, I would 
never want m;f dog to go on the stage." However she re le nted , and East 
housed 'Pedro' in a special cage built for the purpose in the garden 
of his Chiswick home. John East's children would spend hOurs having 
rides on his back, and he became quite a celebrity in the district. 
Pedro had a long chain which allowed him to rolll!l around the garden, an 
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John East's daughter took pity on him one morning. ~he mew he had 
one meal a day, \iithout compunction she threw out father's breakfast, 
a pound of steak and a bottle of l>'!er - straight out of the window, 
and i n toto . The steak satidied hie appetite, the broken glass 
lacera ted his pa,,s, Pedro recovered and became a e;reat box office 
draw, getting big billing on all the posters . Tbere were 7 tours of 
•sexton Blake" by 1911. John East received a perce ntage , but gave up 
appearing in the play, because his production of "Invasion" at the 
Crystal Palace , in 1909, and on the continent in 1910 and 1911, occu
pied all his time, Tbe Dramatic syndicate later toured "Bueh Money" 
or "Tbe Disappearance of Sexton Blake" "After Midnight " "Tracked by 
llirelese " "Master of the Mill" etc . , and arranged the film rights . 
•Bush Money" toured from l!ay 1909, "Pedro" retired to Charles East's 
estate at Watford and died there during the 1914 war . 

Details of the play: "SEXTON BLAKE" produced by John II. East , It 
was billed as "Showing the many sideness of human nature, avarice, 
greed , viaciouaness, cruelty, fidelity, trust , purity, and philanthropy : 
Of joy and happiness" "The Thrilling detective drama, the strongest 
cas t on the road including John M. Bast (also producer) Horace Bunter, 
Brian Daly, Charles East and l!ias East Robertson: Packed houses the 
rule" 1900 CASTS: 
Sexton Blake • • • • . • HORACE l!Uh'TER 
Squire Lovell . . . . • ALGERNON SOO 
Simon Faggus . • . • • • • JOHN II, EAST 
Randolph Lovell . .. , villain: H. B. llarrington , E. l!aule Cole , and from 

July 1906: CHARLES A. EAST 
Philadelphia Kat e ... Daisy Gwynne, from June 1900: MISS EAST ROBmTSON 

(lira. Coo.a East) 
Farmer Blackburn ..• BRIAN DALY 
Tinker . ... .•• ...... JACK DENTON, later Bertram Noel, Billy Roes etc . 
Euphemia Pattacake . AGNES PAULTON 
Marj orie Lovell ...• Lil..V Hammersley - • true to the fugitive• 
Roger Blackburn .... \IILLIAM FELTON - 'Takes blame for crime , he thinks 

his father committed' 
Mrs . Blackburn ..... Ruth lioodhouae 
Rev. Grey ..... ..... Stephen Nicholls 
Inap , Widgeon ....•. Herbert Ravenscroft 
ii. Smith ... . ....... Edward Boddy 
Jira. Clifton •••... . Mias 'ioolgar Mellon 
! Homeless woman ... Alica Jameson 
Pi;µRO the famous bloodhound •.• llIMSELF 
Sally Brill. . . ..... Annie Travers etc. 

PRODUCED BY JOHN M. EAST 

Cast changed for later 
tours. 
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Tour opened: March 30 1900 WEST WNDON, !pl 6: STAR LIV!RPOOL, !pl 13 : 
SHAKESPEARE CLAPIIAII, Apl 20: GRAND BRIGRrON, !pl 'ZI: TR \IOOlll'ICH, Mey 
4: TR SMET!lilICI!, Mey 11: IWSTON TH., Mey 18: COUNTY KlllGS'?ON, Mey 25: 
T.R. Bll!KEHHKAD, JW1e 1: T.R. PRESTON, JW1e 8: T.R. BRISTOL, JW1e 15: 
CARLTON BI.Rl!IIIGl!AI!, JWle 22: T.R . MANcm5Tlm, etc. July 20: T.R. 
MARGATE, Jul:( 'Z/: ROTUJIDRA LIVllil'OOL, Aug. 3: T.R. \IIBT ml.C»IWICI!, 
Aug. 10: Cow!ty READING, Aug 17: ASTON, Aug. 24: GRA.'ID ll»ICASTIE, 
Aug . 31 : PRINCIBS'S GLASGO\I, Sept, 7: LYCEU!I GOVAN, Sept. 14: O.H. 
PERTH, Se~t; 21: GRAND LANCASTm, Sept . 28: His Maj. CARLISIE, Oct,5-: 
T.R . NORTH SIID;I.IB, Oct. 12: O.II. RADCLIFFE, Oct. 19: !!ETROPCLE 
BIIDIINGHAM, Nov. 2: GRAND CHORLEY, Nov.9: EMPIRE OLDBAI!, Nov. 16: T.R. 
STRATFORD I.IJ!IDON E. , Nov. 23: GRAND MIDDIESBROUGII, Nov. ,0 : T .R. 
HUDDfflSFIELD, Dec. 6: O.H. CHELTENHAM. End 1st tour. 

++ ++ +++ 

THE RETURN OF SEXTON BLAKE (As seen by \IHITEFRI.AR in "Trade N8VII") 

Come February, Wlder the edltorl!hlp or Howard Baker, and under the chlet tdltor.!lbtp 
or Ml.Yfl..OEVS John Watson, the rtrm wtll tasue Suton Blake epica ln paper-back, at 
haU-e-crc:Mn, starting on FebNarf 11 with the ttrst pair or tit.lea: r.un:terer n LIJ1;e by 
W1111&11 A. kllln&er; Let NY People Be, tty Wlltrtd ?idl'e lll.1. heryone concerned, lnclud
lng thl1 collllrllat, expect a rush to the bookat.-.da CIZ'T11nt M&.m..acfl tl tlts, IJ'ld I warn 
y0u to bt rUd)' tor It. 

A tew tacts about Suton Bl8U ~ oome In hs)df. When n.JrrWAT killed him ott, he 
had been appearln& tn .sme torc,, or other tor 67 years , and onr 200 m1111on word& hid 
been spllled on bis exploits. More than one now-tam>u1 crtme-wr1ttr cut hta. prcnttee 
t eeth on the sleuth, but It wu a chap called. Ral Neredtth who s tarted lt all , on April 
4, 1691,, tn tbe onion Jack (td,) 

Since then , Sexton Blake yams han been knocked out by manJ band.a, lncllld1~ GWYn 
Enn s , O. H. Teed, Hylton Gregor)'. Robert HuITa,y, Anthony Skene, and Ltwla JacbOn (tlbo 
created SOM or the series' greatelt crlmtnala: Ntgel Blake .• Ola.a Nt.lllf1.h, Leon Kestnl ) . 

Nearer to tbut daya, wrtters at n.lE'NAT Included Willi • tturT8r1 Orayd()n, EdJf1" 
Searl es Bro<*.ea, Gilbert Chuter, John c. Bnndm, Barri l.Jnd«11 Donald StlW"t , John 
Hunter , L. c . Dou.U.atte, t. c. Bridge s , John Creue.y, BarTy Pef'tRle, Stacey Blake , Ceorgt 
Dllnot, Lad:>roke Black , Ernest D\XSlef, Anr.hCJV Parton.I and Roward Baker . 

It' s the same R°"ll"Cl a.er 'llho 11 nOlf edltlng Hl?Ft.CllDt Sexton Blaku, and It..,, 
ht ttlo wote tb e last f'LEE'NAT But.on Bl&e and who wu e<l.ttlng the aertea at It.a death . 
He ts alao , 1 ean tell you, Wtlltam A. 8alllng er Who hu authored. HlTFu::wDl.'S rtrat title 
(both rebN1r1 titles art original•; mong tttlea that toll°"', one tn tour wtll be • 
eluate reprinted Cl'OII tbe Ylntace years). 

Vintage )'I~ I 1d say that thtae were the ,rtara 1922 to 193.3, wlth chips ltkt 
Cl. H. Teed knock.Ing out yams with Georg• Marsden PlUIIEll!r, Huxtoo Ftymer mld the Brother
hood or t he Yellow Beetle doing their worst to but Suton Bllkt, ttnur, Pedro et al. 

Tinter wu S11ton Blake'• great ltttle ualstant , but not hie tlrst. For the 
record, you thould UIO'llt' that Tinker rtrat appeared tn print ( ln the Unltl't Jack, at • 
ptnn.J") on October t5, 1904. Btrore that Sexton Blake had hired a Ollneat boY calltd we
Wee, and • .-sterloua watr called Grltt, m Wallace t.orilltl'. Tinker neTtr had• naae. 

Pedro the bloocl1ourd wu 1trttd to tht dt teettn (wt th tl<>O tn notH) by a p...Sony
mou1 &dm.lrtr Who 1101.:!. h l melt •Hr. Nea:>,' and tbl noble blut eand hta asur•a Ute 

mll07 Umu , tna,11.1 ht d1d. Hatnly" tro11 .auch •tacresi ta u Waldo the worrier Hant Hr. Hist 
the Io•11Jble Hlfli Carlae; Protutor I.aw; Baron YOO 1.n:tttch, tbe 1UJlll"7"'lO•Szw ar11tocra 1 
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""" plottld ogalnat lloclttl by nl&ht, wu a plcl<ar-14> or c111r t tta-tnd1 by dq, 
I hope tilt ~ffl.Oi,IR luton Slllttl .. t IOln& to bt u tzt.rflO&alt u tl>a protot1Pt1, 

I txptCt ldltor BOIIAl'd Bolttr - that onct _, • ti • Bltlte - &•In& to bt rtNCI to 
th t -,on bJ rocut bUt, wlth n1n1 hour• to 10, be mt ht ... ir rru • ltb a PoCttt ~. 
'1>CI tl>at onct ho - hla Btlttr ltrott l.odal'* b1-t 11> (In 1912 tl>at -1 nl ha rud 
about hl1 death &1tll'Wtd1, ll'ld attended hl a Oii\ •nntra1.• 'nloN WIN Ult .crt or daYI 
that ~tn.CI&. ... t -1.att. 

I apect 11,0J will, 

Dannys I>i~ry 
Januag~

9!~ ln a good &:1od on N• Ytar•a 0., , and hi l>oU&ht • th t ntw Boy1• F'rltnd Jd 
Llbrtl'"J' tnt1tlld 'Tbt aoy WIU>out a H-,• b)' l'l"llll< Richardo, St had proalNd to buJ It 
ror me, bUt he dots\• t allt'171 keep hta pr c. bH u t 1011Bttmea ottlnd ht• ln the •111tt• . 
H-nr, I -Id t o kte p hi• In a good OOOd b)' .u< ln& polltel.1 nil')' dey about hi• girl 
rrlt.Dd, Lntnl a , n bid a b111oua at.tac*. lt11t. ll'tc' Chrl1tau. l don•t USUll.17 lllu 
talta about 111obb~, but 'Th• aoy Wt tbout a N_. 11 ucept lona.111 sooct. (».11te ont or 
the btat 1tort11 Hr. Rtcb&rdl hU ner wrtttt n. J lo '8 d tht Cattrplll&r, and l a.lac, 
llkld .lrtl>1r ci....., ..., ...._ '"" to bt .- c~. 

Thtrt wu., .,tul trlln - on M• r._., Der, It .. on tl>a ona t £aaem Rail
way, std It •u a blt thrtlltng to think that•• tranlltd 01'ar the - llnH llben we 
cur - fro• ll)tlldln& Cllrlltml • Ith Ill' Cron (n &uu. Tba Cll'lnr or tilt 7,6 a, o. 
upre u troe Cla: t on to London puNd .., •lcnal • at dlna1r, Ind at Iltord O'lt tJ:PNA 
cruhed into a train trm Olde& Part to Llnrpool Btrt 1t Which wu mol'1JW r rm tht local 
to tho rut lint, Ton peoplt .... tlllld nl soo ln.llNd. 

Tilt DNadnoU&ht bu btcoee a ,117 tnt ert1t1ng P8PC', u it lw.a .urtld to PNMnt 
tht old ON1frlars 1torl11 . Ooua reallbtra th o tl'oCI tl>a 11&gn1t, but ther wtr t btrore 
-, tt ae. ~ tlr st tal e to b1 nprtnud wu entltled 'Bob Cbu1'711 trt~ and lt t.old 
or how !lob Chffl'I' - to CNJtrl... . Tht nut •t.crJ .. •s .. 1c1tno•1 Tnacllery' n1 It 
wu about HllT7 Wball"ton • ltttn.g tor an u u. He hid a hlb1t ot f1ddlln,: with a butt on, 
ao Raeldtnt tnlppod orr tho button al llbarton ratlld tilt txa. l IOllt ,_,. lllot 
ldta. l t la • Jood UCUN rcr doloe bllll.1 In .-. Doell tll!.W tho 1to17 - once 
tntl tlld •ni, t111tCll'l' or 01'11'11'1.,_. mi tha t It apptll'ld In No. , or tilt Na&nt t. 

Thi nut lt01'1 WU cal.lid •Captt.l"ld b1 01pa:lu.• and It .... ICW&l}y tbe flrlt at(Jl"J 
ntr written - 111rlcrll s .. ldone. It wu tnt ltlld 'llmopptd' ohtn It IPPHrtd In 
tilt Hqntt. 

l lllln' t bt cwl1 to ban tl>a l>NaoUC,,t l'fU7 •HI<, ,.I ng to thl .,ney llwr\ai t . 
l ban now l!ptnt all 111 Cllrlotao tlp1. I 1111 bt cwl1 to pi ck "' - NCcnHwld coplu 
or tho P1Pr, 

a- &epptll .. ll• a.tr Norfolk and dropped bom1 on r.._tll al otllor placu. 
lt 11 a bit ~n& but qu1tt ucturc. l mncllr Yltlt\her a uppelln will ner COM onr 
our wq. 

1tm lll1 I ban bttn to tilt plcturu IITU'll tlMI t.hl1 mntb. 111 .., Harte hultr 
and Cl>lrllt Chlplln In •Tillie• 1 l'llnctllrocl R-.e.• l had bttn ldlng fCIWl'CI to tbl1 
picture ,..,, -h, u It 11 tht r1r1t J.aoe picture tl>at thl le)'lton t •- hu mdt. 
l'bert Wirt a flW lln>J blta, bat It -•t DN:'1.1 U f1'11111 U tilt lbert IQOl.altl, Tba 
ptciur , wu 6,00>tt1t, Ind luted oftr 111 hour. Nmrt, Drtllltr •• a rat 1lrl svJ 
C'bll"ltt Cbliplln ., a kind or a Tlll a.tn. Alao ln tl\1 Pl'oCl"UIII wu •TNT 01 Rtart,. 
•tch 11 a 11rl&1 or -!tit little ploture1 Which will n,n ror 15 wet1t1. - a lon& 
tta. 

AnoUllr tl• Wt .. Olc71 COoPt,r, Tam Ntl&h,an, lrXl OW111 NINI ln •Dandy Donnan.• 
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It qmlt bod. Gi.t,a c ........ II aatd to bl tbt lo-rellut girl ID tho -111. Abo In 

t111 ~=-.:~\:;;~:=:i:.::.;i:{.!1::.;:.":9'.,: ~w~ aa1a -· 
11"7 I• oo -1,.- llllt <1111 on ..,..i,. a let or old _......l llQCl'IIIII ,,_ •1e1> 
tbl once ..a,. But • llhlnd. the Be_.. - tn 1' nela . / 

On-tho ... ol<, tho "-' bu - '117 good thlo -Vi. Bo<t.- -. It bu ltMI 
far QU!to & 1- ti•• •lkl-0 ·- - -.t & Tlllt to GNJfMU'& l>r '"'"" LNt•, the dltec:Un. RI la a elenr ..._. mo e1n IPMk perteci rrtncb to 11ima1 ... 
Qwomtlr and l)C"flCt G.,._ to Bll'r Gtm ..... bu - - to ON7h'I.-.. S
tbtth OCC1lf'. and ftn"tl"I t..o(:ke ttn::11 aut thl t.hter J• Moac, Nlli>lt, tlll ..,. or ttra. 
~1""1' or tbl ~. 

In •Tilt Rlru lmtrllOQUllt&,' Blmtor wu b~ tor ffltrlloqul11JW "'4 IIIIUltl,
poople, llut It tum8 qut that SkJ..,... hal bad lt,-,a In Tmlrlloqul• IDd_bu .,_ 
c1o1111 tb.11 1naut.1111. 1 

'Tht Fl«bt ror the Cup' - another S""7 -.t rootl>lll nt l2w ca.r CUp, Tbl1 
one .. ratrlllh. In •Th• CJ"Ut• or tbt ruoua fln ,• PonlCllbJ &: Co or RlgbalHt• au 
adrift a bol'St OD 1'bldl 11N th4 ,_... FITe, and It &tt l bi.> aut to - _., Ull1 
... , aom Oer.ma . Thcy lmd In Freet, and Met KIJc;r CbarTJ. 

Fir and -., U'l• 1but •tor7 or Utt 8CN'lth, and tbl btat In thl l'111JM:t t<r a lq 
ti.., - .._.1,1111 ' t11t 8c1>oo1.• A plullp gir l.- Cora QUtlcb, I.bl n1 ... 116 llr. 
Qu(lell, •lalta GNffrl..,, one! 81117 bt.- -ral IIG' 10 - t11at ho rtf,,,_ l 
C1'IDd talt 11111 quits a llelln&ablt ono. l hope Cora 00•1 In apln. 

1 hid a cOll)le or coptu-or Thi BGyl" f'r1eld, but thl7 Wll"ln't YtrJ' ltrlkiQ& . 
Thlr't 11 • 1WII' ..-tu of starlu bl' SOJ"'ICII P'h1111pl, call.:3 •C?um ot UM fbJrd Plocr 
l&ek.• TmN C"t talrl.J' &OOd, lbM Ol"fl ti.yJ: ft lift tn dip, 8\d call \bllmllTU 
•Thi Bacbalorl.• Tb.IN V'I mah a lOt of urta11 10 thl s .r., 1111:1 tb1J 11'9 a ....... or 
tlM m\]_QI YOlt--9111 eHord · to ' \lkt l'iM Jllll>4I" tTll7 week, Wbldl I cc•t. 

A 9all -Ip .- R.H.I. •fond4al>lel' he& bell'! - bJ a ·G.,_, -111• In 
tb1 En&llllh Cbavlel. ARrul chttlt, tbl Rlllll -1,. In our CUll!tl. lllO P, & O. Uotr 
'Nile' he&, __ and lllDk orr tho -.i or-· 

Two senc:.1 Bl.ate rn• ate coa1.,. on If. cur oa Clnaa. TbtJ tn •sr1 r.a1n11 S.cret 
Tr~ and •But.on Bl4t and · Ult Stolm Htlrl.cad,• and I hope to &O am1 ... U... 

I'm tn a bit of a quaga!re. Th• starlu tn t.bl C• tN .ru1111oad, w, l still 
ai.1nt. '"'N get.ting too alCb Tiil.bot. 1 llb Tiil.bot, butt don•t atnt • all"f-ttt or bl.c. 
It•a 11.kt Wb*1 JOU JD'Q" tor ratn. Tou dDrn't lllflt a tcrrmt. So tt•1 a nm pO&ttlon. 
L.ut mntb, three of thl tou:-talet "'" ,about Talbot . Tbtt mnCh, tour or the tt n an 
about Talbot. I•d wri te to U,e edltor, bllt t bate wrttl~ letten - and 1 can•t atfcrd tbt--· .,_ or St . JI ....... - • rut be- l1oollt111' HOl'll1 DI s .... Schnoldtr, 
Tht trouble - .....ti,, Gon,-"' tho n<r7 lntrocll..S Clifton-·• Pol'l'Qt 1'1llch •• 
bldn 1 t beard or latel1 . In 'The Call or tbe. Put,• a lot or bo1• had l.ntlUll'U, 80 121t 
Rud hid to qage an utn rmree. Bbe _. tttu ttarc:ti mo wu one or Cle •wtt .l.e 11.c.en 
or tbt Poor.• Sht tlll"Md out tc bt an old acqualnt.111ee or Talbot'•, r.-d 11G"l• 1U111rt, 
ond it>•"'°" Mftd Talbot'• lit• IQ' nurs1111 hlL Bht,... tho clalC)ltor or tbt wlckal 
Prcttuor, mo ll()peartd tn 1 •tol'7 lut .::ioth. But &!he cGUlm•t permme !'al.bot to go 

back to a lite or crliot. 
tn tbt nut aco17, Talbot waa k.idnlp.J*I, IDd 'llhtlt be wu tn that ltak, Mferal 

robbtrlH _.,. .-!tted, lllld mat p .... lt tllcqht falbot bat done - Tbll'I Talbot-, 
reltued, BM,- went·ba to st. Jlll"•• but_. •eaa out ,roa tbe act.o1,• Wh.ldl aa 
tlM t \tl t or tho ta1,. 

ln 'Lo7al to Ute Lut.,• the Proteuar wu Cftlwredt Incl lt e.- out Cbl.t falbot 
tiam•t betn gulley or tbl robbertu, a, f-·• 111rr7• Co ant to loc* rcr fal..bot. tn UM 
end tht1 raunct ht • on th4 London -t w1m cna1tu1 tllaugllta 10ln& tlroulll his 
alnd . So tbe7 all .... t back to St. JI .. 1, did Talbat Wal rlll>tod 'laln. 

•1'bl It. JI•'• RNN I~ ot tht UD&l. •tar'7 or U. mmt.b. _, (contl.Jutd p. 27) •. 
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Nelson Lt.e Cotumn 
CONDUC?!:D BY JACK 'oOOD 

First, every g00d vish to all my readers fo r 1965, particularly 
as this year ve shall mark the 50th anniversary of the publication of 
the Nelson Lee Library . 

Secondly, this seems a very good opportunity to bring Bob Blythe ' s 
painstaking and admirable guide to the Nelson Lee Library up-to-date 
in the light of later information (especially Bill Lofts' latest "gen" 
in the 1964 C.D. Annual on his work as Martin Clifford ) . 

Easiest way, probably , will be to take it page by page, amending 

as we go. 
hil!..J. - In list of au tho rs amend those of N. L. le. 1 , 3, 4, 11 and 

20 respectively to read: Andrew Gray, A. S, Hardy , And.rev Gray, w. M. 
Graydon and Andrew Gray. 
~ - No, 130 The Fortune Trail - R/P Pipe of Peace, S.B. 1st 

series No. 21 - Andrew Murray. !lo. 135 - The Case of the King's Spy -
R/P S.B. 110 Same title. 
~ - Insert: S.O.L. 224 llaadforth at St. Jim ' s - R/P Gems 

10'j9-62, 
~ - Boys' Realm Nos. 28-35 and 39-40 are by Brooks. 
~ - Nugget 3rd Library No. 43 is also by Brooks . 
~ - Brooks as Martin Clifford 

Add: 333 Ordered Off 
- 374 A Waster's Revard 996 Rival Invento r s 

411 True Blue 997 The Bogus lnven tor 
994 Inventors All 1063 The Boy they Could Not Sack 
995 Skimpole • s Thought Reading 1478 They Called him a Co11ard 

Machine (R/P 285) 
Delete: 515 Rivals in Sport; 520 The !!an of Mystery; 1050 Csrdev, the 

Knight Errant . 
~ - Schoolboys' Pocket Library 
No. 1 R/P NL 124 1st N/S. 11 R/P NL 165 1st N/S. 

2 R/P NL 102 1st N/s . 14 R/P NL 100 1st N/s. 
3 R/P NL 6C 2nd N/s . 16 R/P NL 126 1st N/S. 
5 R/P NL 59 2nd N/S · 23 R/P NL 35 2nd N/S. 
7 R/P NL 127 1st N/S. 4 R/P NL 205 O.S. 
9 R/P NL 125 1st N/S. 6 R/P NL 208 O,S. 

103 1st N/S. 8 R/P NL 95 and 97 2nd N/s. 
158 1st N/8·. 10 R/P SOL 54, 



No. 12 R/P NL 55 2nd N/S. 
17 R/P NL 72 1st N/S 

BF!.S 615 It. 619. 

No. 18 R/P 
22 R/P NL 33 2nd N/S . 

~ - Schoolboys ' Short Story 
2nd Collection: Bill Smith's Birthday R/P NL 40 2nd N/S. 
3rd Collec tio n: Old Motty Sees Red R/P NL 18 2nd N/s. 
~ - Bound Books 

Whoopee at Westchester Rf P Boys Realm 28-35 
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The Rotter of lihi telands R/P Boys Friend Library 435. 
~ - Berkeley Gray's novels 

1941 - Sb: Feet of Dynamite - R/P pre eumably of vha t vould have been 
Thri ller 590. 

1946 - The Ball of Fire - R/P of Black !land of St . Frank ' s in Gem 
1436/1448, 
~ - Add: 1962 Conquest in the Underworld; )96~ Count dovn 

for Conq11est; 1964 Castle Conquest!; 1964 Conquest Overboard. ·· 
~ - Books by Victor Guan: 1940 Ironsid es of the Yard - R/P 

Thriller 556; 1945 Nice Dey for a Murder - R/P NL 10 2nd N/S. 
~ - 1949 Dead Man's Warning - R/P of Da.cca the Dwarf series 

in NL 2nd Nev Series ; 1963 The Body in t he Boot; 1963 Murder wit h a 
Kiss; 1964 l!urder at the Motel. 

lMU1 - Add: between Dr . St affo r d and Nelson lee (headmaste rs ) 
the name of Dr. Morrison Nicholls. 

lMU1 - Form-master s and staff - Delete : Sport s , !Ir . _Clifford 
~: James aa Christian name of Dr. Brett. 
~ - Anci ent House - Study b' - Je rro l d , not Gerald, Dodd. 

Studies K, L, M It. N - lilnpty. West House - Studies X, Y It. Z - lilnpty . 
In addition, it i s inte re st ing t o note that in Jiily 1920 the nev 

lfugget Weekly came out as a joint publication of t he fonner Prairie, 
Detective and Robin Hood Libraries. 

In the f i rst eig ht issues th s St. Frank's serial , Honour of St. 
Frank's, was by &. s. Brooks, thau&h ostensibly by ' Nipper. ' 

There was also a Sexton Blak e/Tinker se rie s, The Crescen t of 
Dread, also by Brooks, r elating the latest Jim- the Penman a cti vity. 
The sepe.rate titles vere The Crescent of Dread, Raid on Carter's Bank, 
A Bid for Pover, Check to the Crescent, On the Wings of t he Air, The 
Winning Hand, The Grey Phantom of Beechvood and The Tudor Rose Nobles. 
(The las t two vere, of course , not part of t he Crescent series, lnit 
provided a brief re spit e before Brooks star ted a nsv Zingrave series. 

The Zingrave yarns were later r eprinted in the Boys Frie nd 
Library 649, 656 and 657. 
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On Page 40 of his Guide, Bob Blythe notes of the Nugget Weekly, 
"All the stories in this paper are by E. s . Brooks . " I aaaume Bob is 
referring only to the St. Frank ' s and Zi.Dgrave stories to which be 
specifically refers . But besides the Blake stories , to which he does 
not , there are Robin Hood and Buffalo Bill stories vhich don• t reed 
like Brooks to me. However, t hat's eno~ from me: good reading in 
1965 and the years ahead . • • * • • 

POINTS OF VUi 

iiILLIAII SHARPE (of !lelbOurne): I am a reasonably keen St. Frank's 
supporter so far as Nelson Lee Old Seri es go, but it see£l8 to me from 
the correspondence columns that the Nelson Lee fans are a very touchy 
lot. I admit to being pr<Hloger Jenkins on these questions. 

Frankly I rather like a ding-dong go between the Hamil toniana and 
Leeitea . It adds relish to the meat . · There should be no bitterness , 
hovever. When the I.eei tea rush to defend their view it reminds me of 
the saying that "t he fish are bi ting veil," and I suspect some Hamil
tonians love to go a- fishing . 

JD! l!EPBURJI: I am an old Nelson Lee fan - always was - but when, in 
later years I saw some of the issues, in particular t he 2nd neV series, 
I was horrified . I would not try to compare the Old Series with the 
Magnet. They were entirely different, and that is why I liked them so 
much. This does not ill8ke them better than Greyfriars stories. 

lie reed to relax, and UBUally choose stories with si tiiationa which 
~ppeal to us . And, after all, authors try to vrite what we want to reed . 

BlLL U)F'l'S: The Frank Kingston stories were not in the E.S.B. Cata
logue , and were not recorded before in any other article - though I 
agree that many collectors may have known of their existence including, 
of course, our Edi t or . I am somewhat amused to be classed a newcomer 
in the world of Old Boys' Books; and can name a considerable Dlllllber of 
othe r collectors who have corresponded with famous author~ . Probably JJ11f 
own diff erence is that I believe in sharing my information with collec
tors not so f or tunate :µ, contacting or meeting them - especially those 
overseas - but all the same !Ir. L. s. Elliott should be a 1DOst il,terest 
ing person to meet sometime! To avoid any misunderstanding I should 
make myself clear that I personally always have enj oyed the E. S. Brooks 
detective tales, and it speaks volwnes for this author ' s work when I 
say that it• s most likely that his are certainly considered the most 
favourable so far for reprinting in the new SRX'l'ON BLAKE LIJlRARY. 
WALTER liE,l!B: Of late, I have derived much entertainment in the 



Page 1' 

Hamil ton -Brooks controversy, but cannot understand why some of the 
rival factions are get ting 80 hot under the collar in expressing 
their opinion of our two most popular and best respected wr1 ters. 
Without the slightest doubt, Hamilton was the better craftsman, the 
more polished writer of the two; but the man with the better comman, 
over his pen does not necessarily produce the better stories from it 
Brooks was an immensely entertaining writer, whose text simply bub bl , 
with the enthusiasm of a man in love wit h his job, which made h1a wo: 
such a pleasure to read, and, personally, smoothly efficient as Hami 
ton undoubtedly was, l do not think there is a pin to choose between 
them in merit as boys' story writers. 

H. CHAPW: 1 was careful in Ill/I last article not to mention or com
pare the work of aD¥ other author with that of E. S. Brooks, but eve 
this does not seem to have satisfied L. Sutton . 

In aD¥ case he only quoted part of a sentence which actually ra 
- "even when repeating a theme, however, Mr. Brooks always tried to 
give it variety and go one better, with the result that the later 
series seemed to becoll9 just a little more far-fetched and i.maginati 
than the early ones." 

!lay I be alloved to explain what I mean by repetition of theme? 
April Fool Day, Guy FBlfkes Da,y, Boat Race Day, etc. occurred ev 

year at St, Frank's as well as in the rest of the country, and reads 
always expected something topical at t hese times, but Brooks got a 
different twist to the plot each year. The &aster, Sumner and Chris 
mas holidays came regularly and readers looked forward to them weeks 
ahead as they always brought an exciting Holiday Series, 

There was great variety about these series, hovever , The holid 
party visited among other places, the South Seas , India, China, Afri 
.America (north and south) llorthestria etc., and had different adven
tures each time. The college toured the country several times, but 
various ways - by train, caravan, motor coach etc. 

Perhaps some critics thought it would have been better to suspe 
publication of the Nelson Lee et the start of each holiday , and star 
up again when the college assembled for the nev term. 

If Mr. Sutton is going to bring up the subject of repetition, 
whether of pl ot , theme, jokes <1r quotations (or mis-quotations} he 
really is on very weak ground , or shall we say he is "leading with b 
chin?" 

"FOR SAIB OR BXCIWIGE" } volumes of 'Chums' 1920, 1921, 189}. 

J. LENNARD, 24 SAXON CROOSWAY, ~. CHl!SHIRB 
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MAMIL TONIANA 
LIBRARY BORROllF.RS AND THE SUBSTITUTE ~roRI&S -- By Roger M. Jenkins 

Harry Brester ' s comic concern for the imaginary bor!'OVer from the 
London Club's Hamiltonian Library who cannot obt ain his heart's desire 
- a aubsti tute story - is entertainingly expressed, but, since it also 
contains an implied criticism of this library , the honour of the Club 
=t no t be allowed to go by default: 

The library is called "The Charles Hamil ton Library,• as our 
printed catalogue boldly and unashamedly proclaims. It is hoped t o 
build up the library beyond its pre sen t strength of 1600 genuine Hamil
ton stories unti l it becomes one of the finest collectione in the 
country . The Club has resolved that it shall eventually be presented 
to a suitable librar y or museum as a permanent memorial to the vork of 
a very gifted author. Is it so strange, therefore , that substitute 
stories are deemed inappropriate? 

There is also the sad but inescapable fa ct that borrowers do not 
want to read substitute stories, strange though this may seem. We 
have continuously about 900 papers out on loan all the time, but never 
have I been asked fo r a substitute story . All our readers are per
verse enough not to want to read second- rate, imitative material -
they would rather have the genuine article . So the frustrated borrower 
whose dilemma eo upsets Harry Brester is , 1 suspect, just a fi8ment of 
his imagination . 

I may add, for the record , that we do have one or two substitute 
stories that were interpo lat ed into the otherwise gelllline 1919 aeries 
about 1-ally Bunter in the Gem and !laguet . The borro wers' collll!lents on 
these range from the caustic to the mildly despairing: I have never 
had a word of praise , or a telegrao asking for more of these neglected 
masterpieces ~ 

lt seems quite clear to me, after years of exper ience as a 
librarian, that mature readers who really enjoy the Hamilton schools 
have no time for the substitute vri ters . It may be quite tru e that 
some r eade r s , when boys , could not tell the difference between a real 
story and an imitation , but I never cease to be amazed when they 
illogically go on to assume that, because they couldn't tell the 
difference, then no one elee could. It's rather like a blind man deny
ing that anyone can possibly have the power of sight. 
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If there IN arr, blind - atill UDCODYi.nced, tbef haft only to 
look at tbe lllgnet and Ga in the late Dinetec-tw111tiea, '?be 0. wa.e 

full of substitute etori11, going downhill U.a an arpreee train out of 

control, while the Jlagnet wu gradually eliainating all tbe illitatione, 
and going froa atrellgth to atrengtb, '!bere can be no dClllbt that 

thouaande of JOWlg reader• at tbe tiM could tell the difference betv. 

Stork and butter, 11' your palate vu deceived, you were definitely in 

tbe miDori ty. 
11na.lly, 118,f I 81J&89Bt that it 1a no eervice to the aubetitute 

writers to ~ate the Utarary value of their storiee, 'l'boae of 
them who were, o't later beoeme, vell-establiebed wri tars (lilr:s Broob 

and Pentelow) would probably not wiah to be remaabered for their 
slavish imitatione of another &an's style, but would rather let thair 

reputations reet on their stories about their own or1':inal echoole. 

The subetitute stories were a neceeaary evil, but it ia idle to preteni 

that thty rank a.e anythillg llOl'e than outlandish curiosities COllpAred 

w1 th the genu.ine et"4,riee in the saga. 

• • • • • • * 
LIT Is BB OOl'DlQYBBSliL 

Bo. 83. Ip IDl!QI 
l'roll•lJ no oa.or ld.ltor of tht c-1111 ,_.. 11ri • ru,, • llprlnt on .. 

PIPtl'8 bt ..,u,olled u I- Hinton, Tllnqbaat tlll \!mt Ila oecupled tht obalr, .. 

edUor - h-lr f11t. It - no - btblnd 1111 -·· It l<ipt hillltlr Nll • 1111 
ton. Ill TIYIAI ptnlntlltJ - tll tbl UM bt II "' Gii btla. Ill firll, __,t 
atpaiun, nu IDl!Cl, - u ratllr io r-. u 1111 UU1 C• cr ltalll- • Ille 

amr. 
llbon ht ltrt '1M- Boua, to do - ...,let, tbl r~ lati with -

P•ttl°"' 1 llldtrelp - ftr 110N rutralned. 'lilt editor dn1ppltl Into tht ~

Crt1lnl1 with I.ht ...u .. P!IPC'I or tht wt 1111' er ao or tht -· tht edlt8' llld 

little a- to..- b-lt, but It ta -ttul ettl>or Btnton would ntr - orroct 
bl-11 u Pmttl• 4Jd. 

In 1919, Binion wu -· aid tht old tdliortal t~ WU beck too. But ,_ 
ht hod ltu .,rtllmllt -rll1 to proetnt In •at of tbt popen llldr h11 c111trol. It 

WU tbt rl&bt - f<I' tht job Of dNUln& 11P brul io lOGI< llu &Old, And thCIUlh "11 

-lou1 dlJ• bt hod 11n- wtro son• trr uor, b• 1tlll toot a &OOd dtt.l of pnoloua 

apact to _, tht edltcr'• JIN- 111,. 
In Git atur or iu-tatlcr,, 111 - .• tlrot-clau editor. It ••tall tbt - u 

mine the JArout or bl1 -a att.ractln, In hta -lptt•• coptlcm ht ulld a. 
loud ptdAl wlib IN&t ttltct, At tbls dlatanct, hit judptnt In tbt CUI of tbt ltall!IC 

- to han 111111 Illa 11111 t•lt 111 1211 preeontatlon oldt, R.ut111, at lbt Oil-• 
-· ht 1tarioc1 , wr aerial, llld rcr - -tbs tbt1 ... 111 - dlt oi,1111111 1,a _ ti 

-· It ... alataltt ID • lcbool ltCIT ptrlodlcal, ""'Nr'lala, In fact, - -
too ...., , tn U'I t111n1t. 

atttr tht ... , ht tried tbo - Poll<:7 tn tbt cu. Two 1trll1 1, wltb .. -1 

ator'7 placed bttwo• tbta. 
lari, In tht _., oltb rtcn1lt!JII dtCNU!JII a,, -,. of - at - It tht '1111 

..., BOU11, _.. 1111 •n _. •- undar blo dlrlct cm,U-Ol, 'lilt aolloat lt«7 - • 

III wttll a,.._, DI lloton lln• It, 11 n&llsod tbt 1811111 - tor tbt - °' 
' 
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the 1tar writer, C'harltl H111llton, When tb.t ONadnought came Wlder hl1 cmtrol, be gan 
lt a ntw look, and tmlld tatl ly introduced tbl old Gre1trtar1 talH tntc tt. Kt 1111:1.a 
IUdden.l,y to h.an realised the areat puJ.llna power or or11rrtara. In the autl.Bl of 1914 
ht had publlst*1 a 8J.lb1t1tut1 atory ot St. Jim'a 1n the Bora• frhrd ):I Library, But 
Januar)' ot 1915..,. •The BOJ' Wltllout • N.,.. 1>¥ tlll gonulne rltor In tlll BoTa' Friend 
Ltbrary, ON¥trlar a went tnto tht Drtadnouaht, am laur on \he 1am '/.,.. cue that 
rtmrkablt ltttlt perlocUcal ' The Greytrtara Herald . ' 

1 r1nd tt rathtr surprlsln& thl.t tht1 .-i.ou1d have happened, tor tht Hag.net 1torles 
or t.he Vihol1 or 1914 had not been ~tatan:Slng. Yti tht Cem had presented thl Talbot 
1tortes, end there ,eem ltttl t doubt that they Wf?"I lm:nensely popular In their da.7, 
There was, tor ,ome tastes, too llllCb Talbot as tlr:1e went on , but he hid hlrdl.J O'fti

lta)'l<I ll11 nl-. bf the ona or 1914. 
It hu been cl.aimed that Bunter wu the gnat c1r.- or the Mqne t, and eo bt wu aa 

the years "'"t on. But there hid b,., no v,ry &OOCI Bunter t.alt c,irtna 1914, am there 
wu but. ,...,, little to c.1£)t1.l['t ,.,eral t aat t ror the 0..1 tn tbat y.-r. 

Tet tYlde:nce potnta to & Pins to the Gre:triar1 atorlu by the Ind or 191!$, thoulh 
the &t. Jtmta atorlu were still 1trlkl-.1Y 1UPertor. WhY, then, dld 1111 tutt or the 
Junnlle Nad1~ pt.t>llc chqe IO aidd.-ilY7 

I wruld IUUe&t th&t It hadn' t changed. I would nnture the opinion that lt -.. 
onl.y the ldltor 1a tutt which chan&td. Rt ade the auddSl dtchlon to pUlh Grl)'frtara. 
He started adnrt111na tlle Magnet laTllhlY In hla other papera. He lll'Oblbl1 tore .. 
that Gnyrrtara had greater pullln& power than at. J lm1 s. 1 n the lt lh t of llhat happened 
tn later years , ht "u probably right . 

lUnton ' s greatest aucceu ._. tht Bo:,11 F'rlWld, which waa dropped t n h11 lap early 
In 1915.. I think It certain that, undu- Hinton, tht clreulatlon or tht old paper "ent 
aheacl by leaps &nd bounds. ThOUCh tbe rorat rtma.lned the IIIDI, the il!IJl"O?mtnt tn 
presen tation wu eooI1110us. A.nd he tntroouctd Rookltood. In tact, R~ hsi be111 ln 
the friend ror a wtek or two before Hinton announced a ~,et a.I nlllber wlt.h a coloi.red 
co-ntr t.o ctlet>rat t the paper• a chqt or ed l torthtp. 

T1leN were. tn ract, quite a succ111lon or apt ctal nutlbtrs 1 all tnlqed, al l 
titted Mith a l'tl.ge coloured co'ftr or gl oasy paper. lt ts astouncunc that ueepttonally 
rtne nt.lrber's or this quallt.Y could be J)f'OdUced tn "ar-ttme. And sold at one PIMY· 

It Yiould be a plea.sure to place ont or them titror, the publlahert or modem b011 1 

papers and see their eyu pop. 
Hinto n and. Haallton were rlrm rrt tnds , u Hr. H&111lton once told :ie . The decision 

to introduce Rook.wood Into the Boys• Friend •a.s a lo l nt plan.. It waa a 1011entou1 
declste11, not solelY ror t he reason that the third or the Ham1lton1tn grtat achools 'fl'U 
added to the list. It wu also •car te blanche' ror subatltutt writers . No matter what 
Nr. Hamilton aatd on the subs titute question in the year s 1m:md1atel1 rollo,t l f'II 1916, Jt 
can harcll.1 be doubted that he wu MU' •are, fthen ht agreed to write ROODl'ood ln 1915 1 

that Greyrr1ar1 all1 St. J 1m1 a could onl.7 be malntatn«:t. by thl uae or a certatn number or 
atorlea rrom other wr l tera. Cltarl.T, thtl"! must hSYe been agretaent to that end between 
Hinton aoo Hu llton. 

Rookwood, plu.s the errorta or Hinton, brnigbt a new prosperity t.o the soya• rrt,nd. 
It Nema 11.ktU' that pllVlty ot re.dtr1, H tht :rear s paastd on, bought th t rrlend tor 
Rookwood alone . Thi IIOlt dtatrtible period waa K\en Rookwood and Cedar Creek were 
appearing together tn the paper, but R lnto n• s years were those or the rtne st preaent11tton 
of the paper u a wholt . 

1 t 1a odd, dUrtng the tlt'fen yeva that Rt>Otwood reatur«1 In the Frlend , that 1 t 
was not contl nuoualy pluued u tht atar attri.ctlon. rar too orttn tt wu part or the 
support.in.g progra.-e to IOmt sl&pltlck aeria l. Hort than 50 per cent or t.ht number or 
luuea during f.he tlnen yeara or Raobood did not CllT)' Rookwood on tht front conr. 

The a'ferqe Rookwood Can, who doea not poas , 11 a long run of the Boys1 rrttnd - ancl 
but rew do - would bt surprhld at bow lncoaple te hla knowltdgt of ltootwood rtal.ly ta. 
For though a large nu.acer or Rookwood ta.lu "ere reprinted, & Yery large nuat>er nner 
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ai,po....i outalcl<i 11>1 ..,., n-1n1. ,,,. Popular ... 11>1 '""'" .. u .. f .. a. NPrtnc,. 

In& or R-. """' aio ,..i.r ... ., u,o -• ""1n after 11>1 fire -Id -· u. 
nr, arum RocmtOOd __.111 _.. a tNIIIN. Thi .c .. 111 ......i tlhldt i.u er 1:be 

llTlnl or JI- S!lnr and hl1 fllld will> LOY1ll, Thell ..,.. roll•od 111 111 -J;r 1Nrr1..

out 1111.11, atter 'lltl.leb tblN •u e h1acu.. i..u..r, llben thl old 8'Gr'l11 ol. ft..-..d re
eum.1, a lUII> f--,1 ha! - - io 1111 U• ,..., lm>ll ha! joined a. ldlool. 

Pllll'1 of R- fMWld In tlll a--· OIII Lllrlrf, llut It .. a1Al7 tlll lqll' 
... 1 .. 'ldl.tcb .,.... resrtai.1. nw •la&l• taJ.u - IDd dllN .,... lota or l2'm - wen 
lors•lJ' IIICbctad. 

Hinton IIU ., 1-lnatln ldl&or • a ll"t&t -· Ria falling .. Ill lnllllll'1 to 

err..,, hlmNlt It 1111 ti•. RII l..,,U,, odlta'lal l - · llRV• -,1CN1. , .. -Clio 
_, DI ho M>Uld NI -1111• In -IIGn wUII lllltc'lte, -n 11& .... "'1loll ho 

cl.a!md to b.mft ncelnd traa bia rudlra. It ..., &lmat cert&1.ll lhat tblM letters 

won fl&Nltl of ll>l ldttcr•a .:tiff l .. lnatlon, and - ..., onJ;r Wffllll' ·~ !lo i,ollll
llla. l'rallob]J' ho 11poctld ao• -tlll to hi• popera &a Clio ro.Ut tf a. !Jld1-t 

-•lllf or bl• ...-.,. Tho ..i.-1t.r ,r bla 1nto111,.,t rood ........ 1...,.. ta -• 
tlll •11tart1 n,nttnao wttll 1 .,..1n or .it. 

cno wlloll 1111• or ldttcr•1 ctat In a l.&rp--tld paper llu thl aoy., rr1ot111 ... 

corta ln]J' onrdoln& It . Kii 'Antl-<l..-0 LollUI' ID lllot p_., - aftG' WHI:, -111 
attor oonll>, ... ..., .... utonllllln& - 1111 pa1>1tcoitC11 or p__.llt._.. rr-
llbwltn nodlra. Rl1 al• .. io obtain 1.50, 000 11111& ...... or boTI ...i &lrla - _.. 
dmdlcatld to •-..tlite GIIWl\1•' rtr •ntu hi praJNd hit pat.rtotlc nad.e:ral dam bl 

IINnt on t.hl df fen,tn aaatn,t • the cortl'dl.7 Cid or Cbel.MtcnP md ol:hlra ..t. lll"Ote 10 

h1• quattrc 1 1At't ,aur .n.1111u.• It ta peulbll tbat t.bl emtal'dly c• ot CMi.ta"d did 

not al.at wtalde Ute edit.Gr'• 1111&1natlen. Rlntan ..., to haft aot a k l * 111.t et llll't.)T

doo, -tbor It ..... a... obull,e lettor1, CbAlafonl cello, er -lo a aid !lo qllt 
to bl ID '111 ..., , 

1'be NMCl'.I , .. tbs AIU,J.(ICWD LMcu•. 1111\lcb Wint an , .. .0 lone. - ,..... 

ablCIIN, It la -lbll thlt It -ldod lb• ,_. amt_...... or .-.... to -
Hinton wrote a r• rura liter , 11&nln& bla lnwa w1111 1111 r..iu.- ,y...,. lllll-.' io 

lnforw thl• lllat a .., IChool·•tol'l' - - '8 cbool & BPol't' .. being put on tllo -t . ~ let ton -• au onr t11o o«llltl7, amt a,.,. led t11o tllln ldtt.- or t11o -

and llllnat to 1- 1111 ..,,ID& io U.lr NMOl'I that 1111 • • -r ... DOGwll to di 
•ttll aio ~Ian,_... It - a allO,U:J '"1dlol'ltlbll octlon .., Illa ,art or tllo 
c_ 1 ... ,_.. 

Unton, tor 111 bt1 t lalr tC' tdU.artb.Jp, .. UMbll to lllka a moc.ea ot •&ll!bool 

& apwc,• althau&h be bod Oiarlu Bmltan wrltln& rcr bla. l'nlWlblJ' tho ia,alt7 ot 
Neera to ONJtrJara, It. Jt. 1a , I.Dd Rookwood ,ru too ltNlnl. Carcrott tail.Id, .. the 

- NUGl'I, .., rars 1acer. 
8at RI•""' 11&1 l1rt hi• pa--,.Jtt7 f lrwl7 l.llrlntld ta ll1o ~ .. Npera mlell 

ho ldltld, DI It IWl1na fir all to ••· 81 bod bll r..ita, but hl1 ..,s qualltl.U u 

., ldltcr r.- oul.lQ'lpped Ibo bad. Nqt,o It - hl1 a11rcrtune tbot a,, - ..,. hi.a a., 
Ol)l)OI'Qllllt7 to tak1 ll>o bit l>otNln Illa telth. IIICII I llttl l -• _,..ltln& rrm, '111 
top, tlMl'I 1110,t i..e boOll • alld .- ., tbt anndlo• lncon1la~lu or hla odltarlal 
COltml.a. 

COlffliQYBIISliL BCl!OIS 

No. 81 : IT'S JOST MI POlliT OI' VIA' 

GlilOFFREY lll.Lj)i: The Brooka-llaailton controversy continues unabated, 

then; what a pity so mch beat generates so little ~t. I'm. Oll8 wbo 

is all far a little controvers1 aa an anlifflling factor in our club 

life , wt the trouble bere 1a th&t we aee eo lltUe genuille arguMX1t -
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Hrely affirllati.ons 1111d denials of a tak .. 1t-or - leave-1t ldDd, vitb 
never a breath of reaeon , Until the pertil!all8 are ready for a serious 

and considered comparison all that can be said 1e that each excelled 

in his own partio.il.ar way, and that t hese vaye were very diffarent 
from each othe r; which amounts to little that can be e&l.lod a serious 

aases ament . But then I . suspect the Lee-ites rather v1111t to avoid con
si dered comparisona 1111d aerioua aaseBSments al togethe r , as too damagillg 

to their case! 
Nonethele88, the queeUon of the size of cast reminds ua once 

again that the anever 11Jl,:J be "it all depends,• For Brooks ' • kind of 
yarn l feel the large par ty was a succes s; l ' io equally certain that 

the charm of Hamil ton ' s beet vork would vanish under the weight of so 

huge a cast . Greyfriars seems to me to offer the ideal bal1111ce, and 
it's a pit y that the proces s hardened in later years until ve had the 

obviously under -eized Bun~omi.nated caet of the poskar books . 

I've al ways regretted, t hough, that even in bis best period llal.ilton 
didn't shov just that little bit more imagination in the halld.ling of 

minor character s. Why had it to be :Bunter vho cauaed the accident 
that instiga ted the Secret Society series? In context it could j uat 

aa eaeily have been a fag like Getty or a JIUJlOr RIIIOVite like l!us8ell, 
Brooks was cont1111t to give tbeee lesser f ry a share in epieodea that 

were incidental rather than essenti al to the plot , which is adlllirabl y 
natural. For integration of minor charac t ers dth major I feel ve 

IIU8t give ha the palm. Hamil ton' a overplaying of the fflV can pi'Ob-
ably be attr ibuted to the pr essure of a col os sal output , wt vhat a 

pleasure 1 t is when he var ies bis band a littl e - as in the Carter 

saries, which finds a pl ace for a ntlllber of minor f igures 11.lr.e DellllCnd 

and Hoskins . 

GERRY ALLISON: The ques t ion of substitute writers is of vital inter

est to me. :&t I JIIJSt admit being anooyed by r eading once again that 
sneer about "eo-cal led experts being oh, so much wiser after the 
event ,• Rarry Broster doubts if it is poasihl& to tell a eub yarn 

from one by the ' real bl oke,' After having given detailed evidence in 

recent iesues of the Digest, just hov I detected sub-<itoriee about 

Rookwood and Cedar Cr&ek, and having 1113 opinion confinned by Bill 
Lofte from official reoords , I hardly think I am the one who i s not 

sensible in thi s matter. 

JOHN TROVELL: To enjoy the Ma,:net and Gem vas i t necesaary to l ike 
~ ter and D' Arey? Both suppli ed the humour that delighted th e youth 

ful reader who was not concerned wi th tbl credibility of the charao

ters , but viwed in the cold mature eyes of the older enthwli ast, maey 
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fine dramatic stories were marred by Bunter's farcical intrusions, and 
D' Arey ' s childlike eimplici ty. 

Youthful demand and editorial policy no doubt decreed tha t Bunter 
and D' Arey should spread t hemselves to such an ext ent that more deserv 
i.ng fe as ible characters were deni ed that place in the spotligh t domina
ted by these overrated king -p ins of schoolboy fiction, 

FRANX IWICOCK: I think Harry Brester made a very good point in hie 
article (October C.D.) about the s i ze of Brook ' s cast and the use he 
made of it, There should have been at least an occas i onal mention of 
less -familiar characters in the Greyfriars stor i es , if only to remind 
us tha t (a) Gr eyfriars was quite a large pu.blic school, and (b) the 
Remove was a numerous Form. One can re ad a large number of l'IB8nets 
and ge t the impress i on th ere are only about a dozen fello ws in all 
Greyfriars. 
CHARLES CHURCHILL: Re your r emarks on the number of characters at the 
various schools - I pre fe rred the Gem but as a matte r of taste and not 
becsuse it had a more cro wded s cene. I do not feel the Gem failed be
cause of the size of the cast bu t because of the way it was used . 
There is , sur el y , a parallel here to the Nels on Lee. In the l ater 
series , the new faces were starred a t the expense of almost all the 
old ones and as a r esult ve almos t fo r got Nipper & Co. - and so exit 
the Nelson Lee Library. 
PETER HANGER: I haven ' t read a lo t of St. Frank's , but have always 
eojoy ed what I have read. But, and this is the acid test, I have never 
want ed t o re-read th em. The works of Charles Hamil ton I can read time 
and time again. The !llBin criticism of St . Frank ' s seems to be those 
faotastic holiday adventures, but I am of the opinion tha t t hey are 
the best thing about St . Fraok ' s , When e.11 is said and done , all 
f ictio n is fantasy . AB long as the au thor can make it plausible , 
that • s all I ask. 

RON CROLLIE: The recent exchange of views on Hamilt on and Brooks hac 
been very interesti.ng, but I must conf ess that I CBilllOt see why some 
of your contributors should be so intensely partisan . 

I don ' t think anybody could seriously disp.ite t hat the best of the 
Greyfrisrs s t ories publiB hed between th e ware are the fines t schoo l 
stories ever to appear in a weekly paper . The two "llhaton versu s Mr. 
(,juelch" series, "The Bouoder as Captain" the "Stacey • se r i es - none of 
these has ever been surpassed. 

But sure ly thi s does not prevent us from admitting that Brooks 
also wrote a good school story, capab le of being enjoyed by adul t 
reader s . He should not be classed, by Hamiltonians , with tho se 



writers whose works we enjoyed ·as boys but which bore us stiff now. 
Lee Fans 11USt aeoept criticism of SOiie of :Brooka' Hak points. 

But if Y8 are to have fa.ir play, llamiltonians muat alao admit that 
there were many times when llunter and Coksr bec&lle too 1112ch of a good 
thing. A holiday series, WITHOUT lltmter, would have been nice. 

llsy I hear .tily endorse the closing remarks in your art.!;cle. It 
IS a pity if ·4DYone takes . ti.es argull8Ilte. too seriously. 

GK!JS OF ff'IIU@lli !lo. 15. (x .... Serieel 
The Big Rall of St. Ji.m's waa packed. 
Silence fell 11pon tbe assembly as tile Head en tared. 
Dr. Hol.Jlles's face wa.s grave and set. 
Re had an unpleaaant task to perform, but the 11tter rascali ty 

of the CQ!ldemned janior 118de it less unpleasant to him, Re could not 
find in ¥a heart a single tl)rob of p1 ty for the boy wlio bad diagraced 
b.iaaelf, hi.a House, and hie acbool. 

ln the rank& of 'Gil• Shall, Xanners and Lowther stood silent 
and grim. . . 

A fw weolcs before they would never hav. dreamed that it could 
C<*8 tc this - th.At their cl:ala Toll l!erry would be expelled rroa the 
school, and that they would be glad to see him go, 

But it had COiie to that. 
They did not pity hilt1 they had no regret that l» wu going -

they would be glad vhein hA! bad abaken the dU8t of st. Jia's fl"1lll his 
feet. 

ill eyee were on the junior who va.s to go. His o,rn eyea 
sOllght the floor1 h• could 110t •et the glance• of the St. J:ID'• 
f&lloe. 

If there vu one f!l.allce that had eo11ething of ooapuai<lll in it, 
it .. ...., that of .Arthur ~tws D'Arcy. 

•It's Vllff!" the n•ll of St. J:ID's IIW'IIIUI'8d to Blake . 
"li8thah Yllff! ,lje uaed to be auch an urf'ly decent chap, yo11 knov." 

Blau gnmied, . 
"Then he's ~.· be Kid. "But IO' belief is that be .. ..., 

spoo:tillg 811 8loog. F•llo1111 don't cluwge eo suddenly u all that.• 

Plqln& the ,_, on tilt tl tld and orr, wu &111111 ""' tJ>tna at ON1frl .. ,, koolt
!IOOd llld a,. JI • a, or ..., ·- .r - flcitl<llal -,.. or ...- ,..,_. 1 -2 .. u 
Iha - :n .nt tdoau ,,1u pna11 1n u. ,...lie ..i.a or ~ ProllOl>l1 ·•, r .. 
thlM plocu han the reputatl., or 11o1111 n17 .,......,,i.,, n ......,....i l)tllll-• and 
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ta;e:tng, tlhle.h play IO pro11lntnt a part In Charlu ff1111ltcr11 1 stories, art s till the rul e 
&tJlll'I.YOft.b e• . 

It ts ln the world outatde the public achools - tM wcrld to 'Rhtcb moat of ua · belonc 
- where moat or the ctu1naes hne tam place. Halt boJa to--dQ' "ould consider a youth ot 
tltteen who 81110k.ed as a man of the World, and a Junnll e delinquent a blt or a hero. 
Sue.h I a prog resa. 

There 1 s no doubt that, according to JDOdem tdeu I many of C?wrlH H•Uton• a 
character• han been aadl.Y a1ajtXiald. Thole dlaacrt:tabl t _.ters, N11ra. Rack.r, Stlb)' , 
Ratclltte, anc1 Hander s , an eicelltnt exaplta. 11r. Handers, tor 1Ntanc e , ba9 an un
happy loYe attalr tn ht, Tauneer dq a. The lady or hS1 ehotce turned ht11 dOJm. Thia 
left him bl tter and truatratld, with no r esource but t o wc:rk ore h1a reeunas cin hta 
puplla, PoOr chap. 

Then again, consid er Ult cads, Sk1Mer, Racke, Pu le & Co. ntey often got lt ~ 
t.he neck wben toimd out , rectl',tna punlslment fr 011 authority, or rou£b,-.wld-N8idY Juatlce 
at th e hand a or their school fellows. What lnjuatlcel Sktme:r hu 111 unhappy home 
lit e, being atrald of hla rather and DTG"ll'l'ed by h11 dOa tneerJnc mother . ThU bu le ft 
him wtth a f eeling or rrustratto n. Peele bu had a gu.Ut coaioln: alMe he wu ten, Ihm 
hta father conttecatecl ht a pet rabbits becauae the¥ eacaped Sld ate tbl cahba&• plant.I 
ln tbl kitchen aarr1m. fl:J.q can•t help playLns caddtlh trtCU; tbey juat haTt to do lt. 
ObYloual.1 they don't deaer,e punlllhIMnt of any kind; they need a pqchtatrist. 

Ptmapa aoat aer toua or all 11 Ule w,y "' h&Ye looted at the tat boya u rtcure• or 
nm . 81111 Bunt er , tor lnatance, ts Yt l'Y grHdy. He ha.a an unl1a1ted appetltt tor tuck 
ot all kinda, h ls °"" or an,bodY elae•s, and habt tu all)' onr1ata . He 11 alao unCClllmOllly 
l.uy, and alwaya <1oetges gaa:as practtce. or a111 otller ktnd or exertion, whenner poulbll , 
'11111 s1Dll)le explanation or hl1 tat.nus 1Urtlced tor ua. Hdl utterlJ JfI"Ol'C' Buch ta~ 
neu la not natural . ObTloully hi au tt er1 tram. aom glanckll.ar d18Dl'der and tbGuld bl 
Men by a apeclallat. 

Progre.H? 1 suppo11 so. But 1t "' are to enjoy the old dl.ool 1c.ort e1 to th e rull 
we had better atlck to the Ta1u11 llltlJcll prn atlld Wbtn they NN wrl tt en. an people 
were h.t ld reaponalble for their Ollll action.a. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
lll!M•s DUI\Y (C411tl"1od rrom p. 15) .. 
tlr. R.atlton . Ht had been akt~ recruiting apeecbu on th e Wayland toot.ball &r0und, and 
enntuallY' h e joined the ..., u a prtTate. Jobn Rtnrs, tht Proteuor, who h*1 rr 
penttcJ, also joined up u Pr1T&it John Brown. S t . Jt• 's wtll 1tem t\NIY wlthDUt Hr. 
Aa!lton, 

Doug had tht Union Jack this amth, md a strang e thought struck•· The Union Jacl: 
still haa J2 pages , u acalnst the 2f! Pl&•• or the othtr penny papers. I think the U.1, 
and the 8.F. &lit be about the only •torJ plrPlf'I tfhlcb WIN not rlOleed ln •ls.• Jd:len the 
war bratt out. 

I treated lf'ltlt to a Penny Popu.llr Which a1J117s coni.atna an old St. J la 1 a seer,. 
Tbta ON1 ,.. called •The ctr cu, Chum,• and lt "u abcut TOii. HtJTY &00 Co at Tcmmonlo• s 
circus. A long wti.1le ago, ator111 aboUt thla clrcut uaed to ttature In Pluck. flit Pop 
aao had a story about Buton Blak t ealled •The I..ut Stand. • It wu &boUt a h1Pnott 1t, 
and Hr, Ltnda.y &11• he r•tlb.ra that it was actually called •nie Rn,not tat"' 1lhen it 
appeared in tbe Unton Jack abG:lt ,...,., 7ura qo. · - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
~: Uaed po1t.aa1 at•P• on or ort paper. Wll l buy, or exchange with Auau-alian. 
liiyquantl t¥. 

- - - - _P: £,_N~~~~ _P:O: ~o~ ~' -:R?'~s_N:.J:·_ ~· -~~~·~ - - - - - - - -
~: About 20 Volume, •Lt ttl t F'olk.al bet.ween 1910{20, and 11 Voll.INS 'N"' Book or 
rnciiedj1.• W8'1'erlty - Ha:merton. Excha.n.ge ror o .B.B. 

J, w,u.Ro, AA w~ oceswAr, wINBfCJlD, e11r.sH1R£. 
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NEWS FROM THE CLUBS 

t,lllruUt, 

Altholllll attendance wu not large. enth.l•la.sm waa u htgh BB enr when mtd:lert 
g11th.-ed at tht Book Bargain B,uaar tor- thllr NoTanber metlng on 1111.D"-,,IY 19th . 

Berore the procra.nt ror the nen1n.g got under way, a pleuant interlude wu enjoyed 
by craeSDbers thanks to Don Harkntu 1 photographic ak.111. Colour altdta featuring a 1'arled 
selection fr om JUll Hall•• e:ztena1n collectlon were Tiewed and d11CU&Hd and Don waa 
tbenked ror uktng thta poutble. 

nie aecr etary had an tnteNattn g item or news to rePort as she mw::I. bun recen tl.Y 
1nterv1.ewed by a ,rrtur rrm •The woman• s oar tor en artic le reaturtng the Golden Houri 
.:lub and th e hobby. J n mtrlca thtre haa been an upau:rge or tnteN st in t heir comtc1 
such as Flash Gordon. Captain tt&M'el and Supe:f'DIU'I with copies changtne hands tor •30 each 
and an article written on tbla sul>j ect hid s:parted orr Interest tn similar coll ecting 
hobbles here. It ts to be hoped that thta arttclli!, tr tt does appear llHl treat the 
aubject aa s incerely and ge1eroualy aa dld Hr . E. s. Turner ln the Tel egraph Colour 
Supplement reature. Melber& were great})' lntereated tn a copy or tht a arttcle Which had 
been aent out by £.rte fayne t or their b1netlt. 

Dttall• or the Chr1ttau Part.r nn dtacuaect snd. a t m,tatln date Otc, dler 17th wu 
aelectea. 

J.s nl...aya 1t wu good to hear trom distant trtencl 1 Sld letters were r ead troc Artlllr 
Holland, J Im Cook, He:rry Curtts 1 Jack. Nurtagh and. Bill Hubbard• brlngtng Into th e club 
rOQID. a stt.aUattn& Pot-pclll'Tl of Yins and newa: and addltli cona1derab].y to the atmmphere 
ot &ood tell.,.ahtp. 

An 1 tcm or particular lntereat wu then p&ased arotmd by the secretary and mllDara 
dl 1cuaaed the contents or these llllllttur mqaztnea which had been recet•ed rrcci ttr. >.. 
Harri s or Walu. 

11Ht1ng cmcluded u uaial In the local cotr ee lhop ,ti.ere a pleuant hour wu 
ln)OJ'ld by all. 

B. Plfl: (Secretary ) 

NORn{9\N 

Chrt .aaa P t Sat th Dtcetlber 
We "e.re tuCllrtd wlth a tlne 1 clear nl t for our 15th cooaecuttn Chrl s tmaa Party, 

sod, although one or tRO N&Ulars were 1.1\&ble to co• o-trc to prntoua engqementa, 
Qttncy-thre e or us a.at dOlll1 to a atlll)tuOUs spread a llttle betore tin 01 clock with 
lhe lY anttctpat1on of an 4Jl.jOJlble enntng ahead . 

Aft er tea thart "u a brief lnttl"Tal tor library buatn tss , and thm we go" dOlffl t o 
the progra19e proper. The ttrn ltu -.a a ccnpetltlon dnt1td b7 GtITY All ison , Wb1ch 
rec,utnd ua to 1dentUY nr!Cl.la tt tle pqes from "Yar1ou1 old boy'11 books In Gtrry11 
coll ect ton, ltld an•er "Yariou1 question.a about the (who a.a the artist, etc . ) , Oerry 
haTlng maunted theH all rOl.lttl tbe room t n wlnd.1211 ennlopea 'lllb!ch conc eal.Id. the n•u 
and dl.tH; "'I7 t ntereatlng , ~ a good test or one11 knowled,:e ot th e hobb7. 

Jae.t Alltaon then took OYtr •Ith a card , .. - a aort ot nrtatton or 1NIWlll&l'i.tt' -
In Whlch &11 the C°"*1J tten abl e to J)U'tlctpatt, aeated tn a ctrcle 1 and this paaaed a 
pleuant twenty • lnute a or ao; a neat blt of adaptatt cri, this. 

The next ttt11 ,ea a COIJllete contrut , be1n& a aislcal quh by Frank Hancock. Re 

rla.Yed a nuntiu or WOH on tbt piano, the COlll)et1tora hnln g to (a) name the tme. and 
b) the show or t1i. tt cw rroa. Al thtY wen au pop\llar melodlH nearly n eryb<>dY 
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got 1000 .-tt1 b.,.., 
Tbtre bt ln& pl1nt7 or tuck lttt, '" hid a break tor aipper, and ..ae tun. her tnroad.1 

on lhl .,11 IUl)Pl!II lal d In by the lldl OI, 
The l.ut It• wu pro• ldtd by Geoffrey Wlld.1, ., l n&tnlous queatlon-11'\d-answer qutz, 

tn "11ch a COJTtct an.1111ttr wu rflarded b7 a clue to the tdenttt y or a wtll-knowa 

peraonaJ.1 t1 ln tht n••· 
o,m Alllaon hid been buay all nmln& recording urtu tn all tbl n anta , md th e 

result wu thlt Bill WlllJaasoo cam out on top wltb t~ po ints , Ctat trq WUde eec ord 

wirb 120, tmd ltltb !a.lm!crtb thl.rd wttb 119, but, u utu&l, tbert -.. a prls.e rcr nery 

bodY. After colltct.ln& the .., , and hm.n.g a little tntotwl dt acuulon , " ' all 

departld bolletlarda, t bt roe ba'flrc roriunately !ailed to 11at1MallH, 

Nut i:aettlng, 8attrda)' , 9th J &rlW')'. 
, • HAHCOCI (Hon, Ste, ) 

t1tetJnc ht}d Strtdq 1 f3Y, Otcpblr: 
It l'lan1lJ' Htu a 71,:r 11nc, I last report.Id our Chrtatas 1111tlng, 71t , ln 1Pltl 

ot tht atrocto ua Ntlibtr, hire n wtrt ,caJn responding io Utt tout or ' Good be:altb to 

Ult o.s.a .c. 1 and also to all t.hoN trltndt ot oura , et ho• and O'f'tr1tu, who nr• 1.11-

abl t to be with u,, ~ct again J I• Walsl1 wa.s th e toast. muter , ,net ht nll1ndld u, that 

thll wu f.he 1}th aicctutn tlm he hid ottt cllt td . We all hope U'l.aC: J la will be able 

to conunue tor ai l eut anotbtr 13 Jtars . 
During tht bu1ln111 part or the •tttln.c Normn Pragnell 1ald that ht bad repll.cl to 

if1 .tfertheaent tn the MO"tWll:ler c .o. lllblch ortt~ .cae boob f or Nl.e . Re aaJd that 

ht had nn t the let t er on the •ue da, that he h8d recel 'fed tbe c.o. Bl rtet lnd a 

rt PlY rrm tht ld'fertllll", ha. n er , flhl ch stated that au the book.a had &l.t"Hd1 bno 

.old 'lllhlch .ua;ested tb&t tbt salt toot plac e btro" tht a:,nrtl...., nt appeared . Wbtlt 

., edftrtlstr l a , or cour .. , at Ubert.7 to Hll to tlba. 8ld lllb1n be U.ku . Normn . am 

m>1t or ua, rtlt that tt tdnnc:e tnrorauo n or t.be ••1llllb1llt 1 or boClb 11 betna 

obt a ined by certa in PtoPle tbtn It ii a "uu or time tnll'ftrlng ldn rttHcwn ta . It wu 

agrted tha t llorun at.ould "1"11;1 to £rlc Fl)'lt t abollt th is attu. TM buslntH onr "' 

tu.r'Md to 110rt ptnonal th ln&I . 
Tbe enntnc ·..a1 Tartfd. Normn nw:i to u1 one of tl'le 1 Gtm ot Bu.l lt-tlll..- rrom "' 

earlltr c . D. which described tht 1utronoctc: erroru or Bunter at the Cbrlat.mu d inner 

at Wharton Lod&e. Norwan, "10 ts a Nelson LU t an, duc r lbtd this u one of the best 

pJteH or de1crl pt1n proM ht ba::I rem. We all agrttd that It wu one or h1nlltcn 1 1 

best. Jn lddltlon, Norun 1an tbl t lrwt qul1 tn 11tltch we Nd to n .. a.s ..:iy penian

ent charac ttrs u poulblt who apptar td 1n stories or tht toir *!hoola , exclucl.lr« 

maat,r1 111d boy1. nits "u "on by F'rtr.k L'nnln " Ith 41, ,titln 1 cMDt 1eeoncl "1th 30. 

Ar ter the sau1qe r-oll1 and mlnct plu etc . "' talbd about our ttTOurlte Chrtatmaa 

start 11, J l.11 Vallb chon the Polpt:ll.Y urt u In tht Nagnet about "'11ch ht IPokt at .o.ai 

lqth . John fll'Nll , hoNl'rr, we hit ,ote to on• or o. Henry's short 1to rl ea:. 

Our next quiz cDt r rom r nllk Om.Sn ~ gne us an • odd •1 ClUt• quls. Which ha:! beer 

aent to hl a by Don Wtbster . Thi a wu wm by JI• Walsh "t t.h Noran al t'tll'lMr up. 

All too IOOO tbe 1eettnc CIM to a., too Sld tl't departed tfl th tht usual &OOd wt~· 
and tht hope t.hlt nut 1e1r will pron to be Jun u PJ"OIIPtroU• for th• club u 1964 hU 

bt tn. Htn Mt tl ng sunc111, Jetllal7 lOIJl. BILL WllllllO!t 

(D>JTORIAL CCl'Km' : We regret to l tam that our Ner1ty1Jde Club wu dlaappo tnttd u t he 

re&1lt or an•er lnc a c.o . •ut1 ... nt. H°" ,n .:tnrt11tr dlaposu or ltua ht baa to, 

aale 11 enttr117 b11 otm bualnea , m prelt-.b l.1 tbt rttuenct tn tht club a tnut t1 i.o 

c:ert1 ln pecplt obtaJ nt na ld'Yanc1 lntonatlon 11 tnt.nded u a erttlcla or tbt editor or 

thi s aag,stne. Unttl we r tctln deta1l1 ot Ult tdl'trt111,ient In qu11t ton, It h <Uttt

c:ult to Nlte a repl.J. we get 111n7 hmdreda or litter, at Exc1l1t or Roon rr 117 ll!Ollth, 



u..!..U.I 

fto C.1&- . dllll - llold oi - Dlallrlcb on llllldtJ, - 20CII· md -

~-=-~~~!ii: =I~ :t~~i:c! ~ta==--rr:-~r:i: ·~ ~-
Norrlo, • ·,.. .-ta ta IM JftMlt , caot1111U., Len - ,_ oat a ian .. rro,, Joi> 
WblUr _. dl•l•IIII Chi ll'fftl,., card that 1111 lattor bllll _, rro,, Clllfonil&. A!U r· 

,........ be road cait tlla .,...u,., can1 rr- tlll Gold .. Ra,ra Cl.1111 or a,..,., "' ••c1> -
att«cbed a pboWCJ'lllb or Batta Pata, 11:mlt Cll'tor, lie Colby nl 8""1 Nlcbolla, 

N11111,. !1:.;~":,.1111: t~~·~~ :1:tf~~::.I~ ,: :;:•: one or 

thltr Cbrl.., bolldo;r --· l'N•I- "' thta •oeer -1111 ll>&t a nccrd 25 
,....,1a or _.. tnd - rr. u. lmllCGIIHD u-,. bad -- d~ rer ...,_ 
... •11- NIIIII• tnd - ....... • 1- _. at tllM -t, Ult 14ttl Of 9112, A 

.....i -Ch•a t*tnsa - -· ... BUCbt al• hid a-' .._,i ti•• Of 
hla N,uan Lat 111,nrn bl baa all thl I•-• ,,.. 19116 up ta Ult ..i IIYlllAlblo t<r 
i.n. · 

c•lmlal Cllt - aide, WlDlfN<I - IOd lllr - - llld -UIIII 
a -, tlM ,,.-. Qllts. "'1a - - IIJ a1u 1.otia wtt11 a ..,. -. tatal or 
.......... _... .., p__,, ... loalt - ... Ille Joi. -- l tlM llla 
.., bJ' .._ .. Jntna - INlllJ eJa,1111 i.r aU. • ma or u.. _.. ~ 111t 

botal .. Ibo -Ion Of tlll *lns to ""'-• ... 11_.c« - a,- ,i,_ a Clla Df 
Lllral .,,. &..,., Cllorll• ci.o,ita and - or u. _. old •1111y ~ta.• 

LOil IRd Jo111 ~- ..,, on a .....,. flllll ttlll1 tMI, ta quou a..- 11J Chi 

-ldont; &Ith lncludld l>ot lllnce ,1u. Joah ....,_, .....,..Id tllll Irle i-.. 

-1111 a -1 tbot a bt1111.1' >ott of - be••- to Chi ,.. llWVialll, ... .. 
J ........ 11,ibo , , ... Ultlr "'7 t i• ...it ... 1 .. Chi,-. wttll U..lr .......... .. 
lllnrltt, 

Tot.Ill of tblnka io t.111 wia.. lAa ... JM te ,..._."'" &1'fm. 

lltll\ ••tlAI on 1'"""'1, J~ 17th, at u. - of lllrl«'I• 11111 IIU llol'rla, 
71 Oliff lold, CT-I~, ~ N.11.2. - - 81"8. llllllty *"I• tr 
attllllllls, 

IIIU-111111 

ft!PH!P 
•• -' ti oor Nlfland Cl••• ......... - ....,.,.,.,s tar lncluton lD 11111 

............................................. 
(IM n•a • llod, """· .... ""'·· la Mltarlal,J .... , .. "W ..11.L. 

rwtl'f .. ln~ . 
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THE 
I 1 nttNattnc 1 tees rr oi: 

POSTMAN CALLED E:clltcr' I Letto r- ba,;) 

WAI.TD wpa {Bln:dn&hlm}: I JRJat IQ' tha t at no time ln the paat hu tht tcr•t ot tl\e 

mag. bttn .so attracC.ITt nor il'lt contW\tl ao lnttrttttnc u they &N tOd&Y. A• ont tttM> 

ll ku to co wall C1111n, Into th• put tor l one pt r l Oda, you "Jl l un:ltrattnd "'11' I lllr:• tbl 

reatur, DANHT•S DU.AT ao 111eh. I hope the day 11 lq dlatant btfart you dtc1Clt that 

Dann)' hu hid bis dq. 

!ti::\~ l::n(~::!!~!~:. c~~~ i:/:!!~~~:~~ ~·b~~ ~~~~i ~tna 

...-..- a atOI")' In Iha 11o111• P'rltnd LlbrorT about 19}4 or 19J5, antltlld •suton llll.l 

at 0:Itord' ana dl&llna with a c.rlm Chat 8 11t an 8l&ltt IIOl Hd wbllt bt wu m und_.... 

ll'dl&to t!Mn. 
J think b1tcr1 th• n"' .erl11 ot 8 1nCr1 8ltk 1 nar-111, cenatn bl.ale ta.ct-a weh 

u hi t achool and llnlnralt.7 al&)>t ••11 ba qnoel - and kll)t In alnd bf au t.ha 

dlthNnt lllt.horl . 
ThtN WU alto anoehlr ao,.1 Ftll01 L1brar'7 C&ll.S •8t.rton 11.ab at School,• buC. 

J CIIV'mt r11111Bltr &1cb about th11 one. Poutbl.7 collector• haff copltl ot t.blM booU 

.illl and thl i:w.tttr can bt qreld by tht ldttcr ot u., new e.rt t1. 

aCl)CDl;WI (...,,.): ll ona who •u brqht 11P on t.ht tarl1 po-.,. l,P, ond 

;;;.;:;, I • Nddentd bJ the p&tronlalnc attliud t or ... ot raur reader• to 

t.haN papara and alto to th a har<t-eonr Buntar boot& which I tbon>uCbl7 anlOTl<I u • 

IIChoolboJ - And still co. Each ,,n .... tlon 11 t.n11 to IU alt, ao S>!f pN-19'9 

coll t ctor1 look down on poat-t111" mttrtal. Up ttll 1954 &t l tut tht A.P. paper1 were 
stlll ln tht old at,,Tl.1. I can rtmubtr Ttrtd Tta & W1a17 wnu, on tht f J"Cllt p ... ot 
Chip• In 1952, Jw,t btror , It bt- • llttla pink paper and tMO naniiiau, - Mrt oel 

•lt.h &ood old Fila run. c...ie Cui&, f'Unn7 Wondtr, Tip Top, J 1n&1u, llldlo P'Un 111111 

lnockout WIN .., tnourttta. 11\t Cbmpton. &NS 1ari, 11me1 or Lton . bor t all tht A.I. 

hallflll"k1 ot QU&l.lt)'. And do not l tt u.a rors,t Wturd, kner. ~ Ad'nntur e. We nn 

not all prhllqld to ll'ff tn tht era or Ha&nt t, Gta , Btxton ai m. Incl Nelmon lAt . 

8urll1 a PIC• or c.o. cm bt r.Nr"ftd ooculao&llJ' tor tho H • otblr PtPtr ,. ltll cb ., 

-.ny or ua knn mwt lOTld mo .. u. 
(Artloltt on pa1t ..... pll)tn ar. a.l.R1• ftlcON COi' con1lct1n.tlon tor publlcatlon 

In C,D. - ID,) 

vmM (M• Tan.Ji o.m,•a Dl&rJ la o .. or IU' rm,urtt• . It br l,-1 bllOlt 
H o oertaia UJI,_, l tn.w. 

~ ex. CrouJ: 1!>t ~tlon or t.ha tto!IJ\C" Lllnl7 _ .. oa Ibo eonr or 

~· N to....., ... hoo a pUblleatlon llk t that, 0011\111& a lll!UI,- (a 1111• -• 
or -11 In tho11 d111J ..,.,. aot b"'l!lt i,y tht aa• sroup at tflleb It - a1..s . '11111 
,.... 1 wcnderf'Ul ftl.Ut tor monc,, and • undoubtldlJ, had thl7 1on1 an, tht It. '""t'• 
J"tlll"lnu •Uld ba'TI IOPHNd thtnln rather thM tn the a.o.L . 

'lfiQ&JLlll (1"'1tl,-J: In qualltJ or eontant and pruon tatl«1 lilt 01,ut sou r .... 
I to st.z"tnlth• I toot t.hl qautlon contained In one ot JfNZ" tdltorlala and 

Md t,- ooplt1 t <r N"Ttrtl Ytll"I put Ndt up Into brurw:1 Tolumu. Thq hi.ft a permn

tnt pl.le t on II' booklhtl n1, and I tlnd .IIIIP'Nlt dJppl~ t nto tba at Odd ~,1 wtth 

the srta tHt pltU8"1'. 
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Thts li\.ts t tJtt:Jn of th :iaturday ~w., pa~ed \lllth Cuelr..atJr,& rea:.i.rt:. rcr 

tht coMo ls se~ , prlnt.td on hlal't-&lou paper , Ja 11111 up to Its t.:aua l st &ndarJ, a.111 tt. 
ls or .special 1nteru t th lS yea.r u It cont•tns an article by c.o. n ader and contr !Ou

t or , Rocer t Kelly . Using the tltlt • The \ior ld or Charl ta Hamilt on ,' t'r , Kelly give, a 

eomoetent akttch or the wrtt.tn c Ut t ot the ru:oua author and concentrat u on t he late r 
:,ta.rs o r the :1.a&.ntt. lie &1m at a gen eral public Jfhteh 1'.11 be O:!lJ' .superficially 

acquainted wtth Kemilt.on &t'.d not , or cour11, at c . o. readera who mo" Jt all Inside out. 
Ple u l rc , and ptrtiaca ai.rpr tslng, ls 1.."lt t act thAt he hu bu n &blt t.o go tnt o 

1ome det ail, about the ser lH or tht la.st d.cldt or the ttaanet , aaterlal uaiall,y 
uo lu ded Crom arti cl es pro!nstona..Uy publlsht<I, It could bt querlu aa,b t whether 

t ht wr1ttr ts accurate In sa.:,1~. • even ftlt.hout Bunter there are t11tes Rhen It u us &s 
lt Cr t.Yrr1ar1 11 nu rtr 1n sptrtt t o Btac hco~r 11 1NL1covt r' am Jlmy tdw"ard1' 'Chts

cl bury • thin to St. Damlnic •t. • Wt-do not qultt Ht M\Y, 1llh1n r eadln& the l.'hart on Rebel 

atrlu •Cttr o.1t or Ute IJ&ht tr 1tcrtu 1t 1um u thou&h • a time Dt.c~ n, hid tak.t:i ':ht 

rude r rrom tht 19,011 1nc.o tht 1880•1.• Bu\. thou are 111nor details . 
Mr . hll1 ' • con t.rl bUtlon la Ttn' auece utul, and S\Q.lld ,rh1t the appetites or 

the publt e tor 1tho11:1 l t 11 tnt 1D:lecl. nitre are tlve 1ll u.stre.ttona • thne by Bhte lct.s and 

one by Chai>mt1 rrci111 the Hagntt , and one by H&odon.al,O t roll the Ceci. TM artis t s• fl&t!le.s 

&rt no:. lod teattd, 11hlch la• pity. !be N prodUctto:i or coura 11tgbt !\l:Yt been IIOC"t' 

at tractiv e than plc~ H H lectld tro:i the lnt1Tlor 1 or the papers. 
8aturdl)' l ook alto contai n, a.o article on • s ct.-.c t P lctl on Co1er-a Uncon rtd ,' 

" ' th some tn tr tcutn& picturea , which " tu tit or tnte :-est to pl ent1 or readers . 

CfTIRS tnvl ted tor l'9 Gea , year 1933 , plua po1t11e .. J. St111Y., J6 U.\JCiilA.11 ROAD, 

lE,ICASn.J;-upon,-TY!£ 5. 

lW'ltD: 8ch oolb0 yo o-..n LBS 1/0 , 174 , 196, a:)6 (Rodo,o O<I), 265 , .)00 , })6 (St. PrL'lks); 

UICI Suto n Blllt e ,ro.' 96 page IUl.ltl - nlctPSO N, 5!1 W&llH tY Pttrk , Beltut 14 . 

s A 1.. E : 25 Ald!ne Soya • Pocket Libra..")' t 1 i 11 Dick turp t na (3d) 121- . 

WJJft'D) : 8 071 Frl tnd3 , Popular, , 'To... l'!e:ry , 51.nter A~1,;,1l1, e-..c. - r. KlCMJP., 
J9 St . Thoou •s Road, Prtston . 

or FtPS Ht"/ITP t or t ne r,~.:w•f~ f"OOR 1.1::unu vu lu:1ts or ~-el son L~e-s 1.,t Ntw Se-f'l es Jn 

ntc; · : oncHtt on .... s,-1;, 76- i<.;2 , l Oj-1:n . 1aJ .. 1;:~; aL,o ~Ha."'ldrOl"'trts Barrlng~ut • 1st 
New Str tes 82-89 bot.ri:i 1!"1 .:>so l ut.d:,· i;e:-t ect r:tnt. cond l ~t ~r. . Also o:,e l ooH r".O:"llter 

No. i.} . \Ill: se l l Sitpsrately Ir '•f' .dtd ... J . CiP.f.AVES. 50G(6f\ .fti'B ROAD, 8UCKPOCt., 

lJ..'lCS. 

WAHl'ED UkGElffl.T: 11agntt No. 4J5 . Good ~OOH cc;,y , o- YOl'!1'f;! co:1t.alnll\: 1.3 ' • 

UROCNTLT Wik"?EO: Get.a 413 , 41,S, 49J and 11:agnet s 205 , 2J7 , 2}8, 2..39, 27l . GoOl'.l ::o;,:u , 

er Toluus cont atn tn,i sa:,e. 

EIUC rAnt: • txCEl.BlClt Ha.6£ 1 Cltlr/E RC.ID S'RR&Y 

Eatt..ecl by trlc r a,n ,, £1.cels tor Hou.at, Gron Ro.id, Surb l t on , Su~ . 

Lltho ~Pl .lcated by Jo!1( 0Upltc.at1 ng Serv i ces , 121 The Sha.d)lts , York. 


